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SENTINEL
Horizons
“January” comes from the Latin Ianuarius, a name derived ianua 
which means “door.”  To celebrate this door into a whole new year, 
many cultures still observe the custom of opening all the doors and 
windows to the house on New Year’s Eve, especially the front door, 
that good fortune, health, and happiness may come in.

As the door opens into this New Year, may we open 
our hearts and minds and lives to all the promise 
of what lies ahead.  From the LA poet, 
Amanda Gorman,  in “New Day’s Lyric:”

“May this be the day
We come together.
Mourning, we come to mend,
Withered, we come to weather,
Torn, we come to tend,
Battered, we come to better.
Tethered by this year of yearning,
We are learning
That though we weren’t ready for this,
We have been readied by it...

Be bold, sang Time this year,
Be bold, sang Time,
For when you honor yesterday,
Tomorrow ye will find…”

As followers of Christ, in the joy of Christmas we remember how 
Jesus promised: “Ask and it will be given to you; search, and you will 
find; knock, and the door will be opened for you.  For everyone who 
asks, receives, and everyone who searches, finds, and for everyone 
who knocks, the door will be opened.”

Let us ask, search, knock, and walk through the door of this New 
Year together…where tomorrow we will find.

Rev. Patricia Farris
Senior Minister

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH of SANTA MONICA

Baptismal Renewal
Each year as a new year begins, we enjoy the renewing of our 
baptismal vows as a time to recommit our lives in the example of 
Christ Jesus and receive a fresh out-pouring of the Holy Spirit. We 
invite you to prayerfully prepare for worship on January 8 together, 
in-person and online. If you are participating online, prepare a 
small cup or bowl of water which will become for us a source of new 
life. This is the water that refreshes life, nurtures growth, and offers 
new birth.

Sunday, January 8, 10 a.m. In-Person and Online worship

Congregation Care Corner
If you have any questions or need pastoral care, you may always call 
the Pastoral Care line (310-393-8258 and enter extension 1), which 
is available for people to leave a message requesting care.  If you have 
questions, need assistance, or would like to volunteer to help with our 
homebound folks, please contact Congregation Care Associate: Anne 
Premer: a.premer@santamonicaumc.org. Or, call (310)393-8258 
ext. 103.   Visit the website for Community Care - a list of local 
resources including info for senior assistance, Medicare, American Red 
Cross, MODE (on-demand transportation for seniors and individuals 
with disabilities) bereavement resources, and more! 
Visit: www.santamonicaumc.org/care

Stewardship Continues
The 2023 Annual Giving Stewardship Campaign 
invites us each and all to prayerfully consider 
our financial pledge to support the mission 
and ministries of First UMC. To fill out a pledge 
card online visit www.santamonicaumc.org/
stewardship, or fill out a pledge card available in 
the church pews and drop off in the offering plate.

Covenant Renewal
Join us for January 1 worship for Epiphany Sunday, 
and the service of Covenant Renewal.  John Wesley 
introduced a covenant service as an important part of 
the spiritual life of the people called Methodist.  This 
renewal service was a time to gather annually for self-        
       examination, reflection, and re-dedication of their         
  lives to God. Across the years, it continues   
       to invite us into renewed commitment to   
                  an ongoing discipleship and Christ-like   
            character.  As New Year’s falls on a   
               Sunday this  year, we take this 
                opportunity to experience this service   

  ourselves.  Take some time 

  in prayer to reflect on    
  your own life.

  Sunday, January 1, 10 a.m., 
  in-person and online worship



Worship Online 
We offer several options for participating in online worship.  You may 
join in the service Livestream in real time or later at your convenience 
on these platforms:
Sundays 10 a.m. Worship Online LIVESTREAM on: 
    • Facebook: www.facebook.com/santamonicaumc/live 
    • Website: www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream
    • YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/c/SantaMonicaUMC  
    • The First UMC App: (download from the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM) 

January Ongoing Ministries:
• Men’s Bible Study:  Tuesdays, 7 a.m. via Zoom
• Open Space Young Adults:  January 11 Ice-Skating Meet Up   
• Listening Hearts Women’s Group, with Tricia Guerrero: 
Meetings: January 11 & 25: Coffee and Connect: 10 a.m. Literati Cafe 
(12081 Wilshire Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90025 ) 
January 18, 6:30 p.m. via Zoom 

• Prayer Quilt Ministry:  Meets the 3rd Saturdays of the month
• Sunday School for Kids:  Sundays, 10 a.m. In-Person in Room 206, 
for ages 2 and up.
• UMYF Youth Group:   Youth Group meets Sundays, 6 - 8 p.m. in the 
Youth Lounge (in January no meetings on 1/1 or 1/15)
For more information on all of these programs, go to
www.santamonicaumc.org/small-groups
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Worship in the Sanctuary 
We worship on Sundays at 10 a.m. in-person in the Sanctuary each 
week. Masks are optional, but always acceptable and 
welcome.  Everyone is strongly encouraged to get your vaccinations 
and booster shots.  If you feel ill, please choose to worship from home 
online.  Let us know if you need assistance in joining online. 

WORSHIPWORSHIP
10 a.m. In-Person & Online

Sunday School - Sundays @ 10 a.m.
Sunday School is now being held in Room 206.  We are so grateful to 
our Sunday School teachers (Dot Plukas and Sandra Jones) for their 
ongoing care and commitment to our children and families. 
Sundays, 10 a.m. Room 206

January at a Glance
Sun Jan 1          Epiphany Sunday, Holy Communion , Covenant Renewal
Sun Jan 8        Baptismal Renewal
Wed Jan 11       January Mid-Week Recital
Sat  Jan 14      Family Ministries Park Meet-Up
Sun Jan 15       Youth Sunday
         Blood Pressure Screenings
         Rev. Keri’s Griefs and Graces via Zoom
Mon Jan 16     The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., Day
Sat Jan 21        United Women in Faith Game Day
Sun Jan 22      Third Sunday after the Epiphany
Sun Jan 29      Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
          Rev. Keri’s Griefs and Graces via Zoom

After Worship Social Time
Join others in the courtyard after worship to say “Hello!” and enjoy the 
coffee and donuts table (all donuts individually wrapped). Stop by the 
Welcome Table following worship and visit with staff member David 
Penson if you have any questions.
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January Online Mid-Week Recital
The Mid-Week recitals continue into 2023. January’s 
recital features Laurent Jochum, organ. Laurent 
Jochum has had a particularly eclectic career for 
over twenty years. A native of Thionville, France, 
as the son and grandson of liturgical organists, he 
discovered the organ from an early age. Laurent 
performs regularly, in recital or with various 

instrumental and vocal formations, in France and abroad.  To read the 
full artist bio, visit the website: www.santamonicaumc.org/mid-week-
recitals
How to watch:    
• Facebook Live - Search @santamonicaumc
• YouTube Live- Search “Santa Monica UMC”  
• Website - www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream
• The App - download the app at the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM

January Mid-Week Recital: Wednesday, January 11, 12:10 p.m. 
Livestream. Available to watch anytime afterwards on the above platforms.

Flowers:  We accept donations to the Flower Fund to remember or 
honor a loved one for Sunday Worship service.  To donate to the flower 
fund, go to:  www.santamonicaumc.org/flower-fund.

Monthly Blood Pressure Screenings
Health Ministry Council hosts Blood Pressure screenings every third 
Sunday of the month (subject to change.)  We are grateful to this ministry 
for their continued care of the congregation! 
Sunday, January 15, after worship, in the Fireside Room

Family Ministries Park Meet Up
Join us at the park!  Open to all of the church 
community - bring a blanket or chair, check 
out the farmer’s market, or a book at the 
library. Kids can play on the playground and 
park.  See you there!

Saturday, January 14, 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
Virginia Ave Park 

Prayer Requests
The First UMC Prayer Group is a network of persons who provide 
regular, dependable, and confidential prayer support.  Led by Ruthie 
Smoot, the prayer group communicates regularly via email.  You may 
send a prayer request to the church at any time, and our Prayer Group 
will be notified of your request. 
Go to: https://santamonicaumc.org/prayer-requests/

Griefs and Graces with Rev. Keri 
Olsen Paget
Rev. Keri Olsen Paget will return with the 
online gathering of “Griefs and Graces, a 
sacred space for weary souls.” Meeting on 
three Sundays via Zoom, come for a time of 
reflection, to name the challenges and gifts of 
this time, listen for God’s invitation, and close 
with prayer. Register here: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/griefs-and-graces

Sundays: January 15, 29, and February 12, 4-5 p.m. via Zoom

Youth Sunday
Save the date for January 15!  The youth 
will lead everything in worship from 
reading scripture to leading us in prayer. 
The Seniors will be giving their sermon 
reflections this day as well. Following 
worship join the youth for a light lunch.

Sunday, January 15, 10 a.m. worship, 
followed by lunch

Open Space Young Adults
Open Space is a young adult ministry that 
offers community for young adults to journey 
alongside one another in spiritual discovery, 
growth, and belonging. They gather once 
a month in person, and sometimes on 
Zoom, for conversations on faith and life, 
engaging in prayer and study.  Visit: www.
santamonicaumc.org/open-space

United Women in Faith Game Day
The United Women in Faith are excited 
to bring back their Game Day! ALL are 
Welcome for a morning of Scrabble, Bridge, 
Mahjong, Rummikub tiles, fun and fellowship. 

Saturday, January 21, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m., 
in Simkins Hall

Listening Hearts Women’s Group 
with Tricia Guerrero
Listening Hearts is a group for women of all ages, grounded in the 
practices of sacred listening, prayer and reflection. Alongside one 
another, we share our stories, listen to one another, and grow in God’s 
loving presence. www.santamonicaumc.org/small-groups

January Dates: January 11 & 25 - Coffee and Connect, 10 a.m. at 
Literati Cafe;  January 18, 6:30 p.m. via Zoom

Men’s Bible Study Zoom Meetings
Men’s Bible Study is a weekly meeting where men of all ages and 
generations gather to ground themselves in the Holy Scripture during 
online breakfast.  As men try to navigate the stresses and complexities 
of this modern world and daily life, Men’s Bible Study is a place for 
community, prayer and fellowship through the sharing of God’s Holy 
word. Come by online as your schedule permits! For more info and to 
sign up, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/biblestudy. 

Every Tuesday, 7 a.m., via Zoom

COMMUNITY EVENTS
The 38th Annual Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Celebration
The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Westside 
Coalition is proud to present the 38th Annual 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration. 
There will be several events throughout the 
community beginning on Thursday, January 
12, including a Community Involvement 
Fair, a Santa Monica Symphony Orchestra 
performance, and a virtual film festival.  
The National Holiday Celebration will take place on Monday, 
January 16, at 9 a.m. at John Adams Middle School Performing Arts 
Center. (2425 16th Street, SM).   Festivities include music and dance, 
and  keynote speaker Dr. Ben Chavis, Jr.  Dr. Chavis Jr. is an African-
American civil rights leader and icon, United Church of Christ ordained 
minister, author, journalist, organic chemist, environmentalist, global 
entrepreneur, and currently President and CEO of the National 
Newspaper Publishers Association. For more info and a complete listing 
of all events, visit:  www.mlkjrwestside.org

St. Monica’s:  Winter Zoom 
Bereavement Group
St. Monica sponsors a peer support group that is co-facilitated by at 
least two bereavement ministers, who have also lost loved ones, and 
have received training to effectively and sensitively facilitate the group. 
The group experience is a 10-week process, and is offered three times 
a year (fall, winter, spring). Group participants are asked to commit 
to attending all sessions. In the group, members join together to pray, 
reflect, and share their experiences. To help guide this process, they use 
The New Day Journal by Mauryeen O’Brien as the foundation for their 
sessions.  For more info and to register, go to:
https://stmonica.net/ministries/pastoral-care/bereavement

Zoom orientation on Thursday, January 12, at 7:00 p.m.

From the United Women in Faith:  “Our focus is 
on education and mission. All monies raised throughout the year go to 
local and global missions. Here at First UMC, we present scholarships 
to all the high school graduates every June, and we also contribute to 
the annual Youth Service Project. Through the years we have supported 
Angel Tree, Messy Church, Step Up on Second Street and the Westside 
Food Bank, the People Concern, CYFC, the Wesley Foundation serving 
UCLA and the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR).  
We THANK YOU for your support at our Peanut Brittle Sales and 
Mini Boutique!”
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Community Photos
January Update 
• Dr. Jim Smith, Director of Music, is on leave to receive treatment 
on mobility issues. Ty Woodward, Principal Organist, continues 
to assume direction of our choir, and the 2023 Mid-Week Recitals 
continue into the Spring.

Deaths
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of these 
departed loved ones:
• First UMC member Bimal Kumar Masih died October 1, 2022.
• First UMC member Barbara E. Roebuck died December 19, 2022.

Thank You Community!
• Thanks to Mary Crawford, Whitney Hagan, the Spiritual
Formation Committee, and to all who wrote an Advent Devotion.
Also thanks to those who recorded audio devotions for the Sundays
and last week of Advent. You may still read and listen on the
Advent Devotional webpage: www.santamonicaumc.org/advent.

• Thanks to Jocelyn Hicks-Garner and the Missions Council for
organizing December’s Alternative Christmas, and for hosting
two coffee hours with discussions about the mission projects.
And thanks to all who supported Alternative Christmas! By making 
a donation in the name of a loved one, your gifts helped our eight
chosen mission projects to continue their much-needed work.

• Thanks to Chris Ruud for her 19th year organizing Angel Tree 
Project. Chris organized gifts to fill 26 laundry baskets with new 
household items to provide the families of Family Place/ Upward 
Bound House with new things for Christmas. Many thanks to all 
the community members who purchased and wrapped gifts for this 
mission.

• Thanks to Mike Eskridge and the Seasonal Display Committee
for providing the beautiful poinsettias and seasonal displays in the 
Sanctuary during Advent.

• Thanks to Chuck Kearsley, Adam Guerrero, and Philip Wong  
for their work at the Santa Monica Nativity Scene display, hosted 
by Calvary Baptist Church. The theme for the scene was “Peace on 
Earth” – the story of the angel visiting the shepherds to share the 
good news of Jesus’ birth, from the scripture Luke 2:8-14.  Every year 
First UMC is responsible for installing this scene. The team held 
Dennis Payne in their hearts while setting up this year’s display, and 
gave thanks for his years of service working on this project.

Community News
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Preschool 
Corner

Lay Leadership 2023
We thank all of the Lay Leadership team for their dedication and
continued service into 2023:
Lay Leader Team:  Todd Erlandson, Leigh Erlandson, Jocelyn Hicks-
Garner, Michael Lamb, Molly Smith, Glenda Martinez
Fellowship & Events:  Sandra Jones
Finance Committee:  Kim Defenderfer
Health Ministry:  Debi Jenkinson Wong
Historical Records:  Leslie Nordby
Nominations & Leadership Development: Cindy McQuade
Loans & Scholarships:  Mira Pak
Missions:  Jocelyn Hicks-Garner
Parking: Chuck Kearsley
Prayer Quilt Ministry: Sue Payne and Maile Marquand
Planned Giving:  Russ Whittenburg
Seasonal Displays:  Mike Eskridge
Spiritual Formation:  Mary Crawford
Staff-Parish Relations:  Dick Crawford
Trustees:  Vern Busse and Phil Flanders
United Methodist Women:  Robin Henning and Karen Ing
Youth Ministry:  Adam Guerrero
Methodist Foundation of Santa Monica:   John Youngman

Philip Wong and Chuck Kearsley 
setting up the Nativity Scene In 2021, Dennis Payne (left) and 

Chuck Kearsley working the set-up

First UMC Member Highlight: 
Dan Stirling
First UMC Member Dan Stirling wrote an article for the 2015 Sentinel 
titled Life as a Youth Counselor, celebrating his 20th anniversary of 
service as a First UMC counselor.  In 2020, Dan moved to Colorado, 
then last summer moved to Charleston, South Carolina.  He keeps in 
touch with his First UMC family and the Youth group, and even plans 
to go to the Youth Service Project this summer.   When asked what his 
future plans are,  Dan says, “I am living in Charleston, SC now, with 
no plans to return [to Santa Monica] except for an occasional visit.... 
Meanwhile I have begun to get involved in a church in the Charleston 
area and with their youth group. Wherever I am and whatever I am 
doing, part of what I want to do is to help young people in their faith 
journey.”

We thank Dan for his 27 years of continued service, and know that the 
youth in Charleston are lucky to have him as their counselor!

To read Dan’s 2015 article, go to: 
www.santamonicaumcorg/2015/12/01/life-as-a-youth-counselor-by-
dan-stirling/

Dan Stirling (far right), with 
Youth Counselors: Brandon 

Searfoss, Maddy Ing, 
and Emily Payne

Lighting the Advent Candles families: (from left to right): Gabe, Leah and Olive Dimalanta; Howard, Debra and Emma Wollitz, Adrian and Nathan Corralez; 
Jim, Jill, Christian and Annika Dodd; Shalimar, June, and Jojo Carducci

The Blue Christmas Service, held on 
December 11 in the Chapel

Listening Hearts Women’s Group, led by 
Tricia Guerrero, at Literati Cafe

Chris Ruud (above) led the
Angel Tree Project, collecting
enough presents to fill 26 
baskets benefiting families at 
Upward Bound House

Jeanne Roe-Smith representing 
the Wesley Foundation at the 
Alternative Christmas Fair

Tricia Guerrero and the Youth 
prepping Christmas Care 
packages for home-bound 
seniors

Festivities at the Advent Brunch, hosted by 
the Fellowhip and Events Committee

The Preschool Christmas Concert, 
with Tricia, Ruby, and Adam 
Guerrero as the Holy Family

Thanks to Jocelyn Hicks-Garner and Linda 
Diane Anderson for their work on the 
Alternative Christmas Fair
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to assume direction of our choir, and the 2023 Mid-Week Recitals 
continue into the Spring.

Deaths
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of these 
departed loved ones:
• First UMC member Bimal Kumar Masih died October 1, 2022.
• First UMC member Barbara E. Roebuck died December 19, 2022.

Thank You Community!
• Thanks to Mary Crawford, Whitney Hagan, the Spiritual
Formation Committee, and to all who wrote an Advent Devotion.
Also thanks to those who recorded audio devotions for the Sundays
and last week of Advent. You may still read and listen on the
Advent Devotional webpage: www.santamonicaumc.org/advent.

• Thanks to Jocelyn Hicks-Garner and the Missions Council for
organizing December’s Alternative Christmas, and for hosting
two coffee hours with discussions about the mission projects.
And thanks to all who supported Alternative Christmas! By making 
a donation in the name of a loved one, your gifts helped our eight
chosen mission projects to continue their much-needed work.

• Thanks to Chris Ruud for her 19th year organizing Angel Tree 
Project. Chris organized gifts to fill 26 laundry baskets with new 
household items to provide the families of Family Place/ Upward 
Bound House with new things for Christmas. Many thanks to all 
the community members who purchased and wrapped gifts for this 
mission.

• Thanks to Mike Eskridge and the Seasonal Display Committee
for providing the beautiful poinsettias and seasonal displays in the 
Sanctuary during Advent.

• Thanks to Chuck Kearsley, Adam Guerrero, and Philip Wong  
for their work at the Santa Monica Nativity Scene display, hosted 
by Calvary Baptist Church. The theme for the scene was “Peace on 
Earth” – the story of the angel visiting the shepherds to share the 
good news of Jesus’ birth, from the scripture Luke 2:8-14.  Every year 
First UMC is responsible for installing this scene. The team held 
Dennis Payne in their hearts while setting up this year’s display, and 
gave thanks for his years of service working on this project.

Community News
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Preschool 
Corner

Lay Leadership 2023
We thank all of the Lay Leadership team for their dedication and
continued service into 2023:
Lay Leader Team:  Todd Erlandson, Leigh Erlandson, Jocelyn Hicks-
Garner, Michael Lamb, Molly Smith, Glenda Martinez
Fellowship & Events:  Sandra Jones
Finance Committee:  Kim Defenderfer
Health Ministry:  Debi Jenkinson Wong
Historical Records:  Leslie Nordby
Nominations & Leadership Development: Cindy McQuade
Loans & Scholarships:  Mira Pak
Missions:  Jocelyn Hicks-Garner
Parking: Chuck Kearsley
Prayer Quilt Ministry: Sue Payne and Maile Marquand
Planned Giving:  Russ Whittenburg
Seasonal Displays:  Mike Eskridge
Spiritual Formation:  Mary Crawford
Staff-Parish Relations:  Dick Crawford
Trustees:  Vern Busse and Phil Flanders
United Methodist Women:  Robin Henning and Karen Ing
Youth Ministry:  Adam Guerrero
Methodist Foundation of Santa Monica:   John Youngman

Philip Wong and Chuck Kearsley 
setting up the Nativity Scene In 2021, Dennis Payne (left) and 

Chuck Kearsley working the set-up

First UMC Member Highlight: 
Dan Stirling
First UMC Member Dan Stirling wrote an article for the 2015 Sentinel 
titled Life as a Youth Counselor, celebrating his 20th anniversary of 
service as a First UMC counselor.  In 2020, Dan moved to Colorado, 
then last summer moved to Charleston, South Carolina.  He keeps in 
touch with his First UMC family and the Youth group, and even plans 
to go to the Youth Service Project this summer.   When asked what his 
future plans are,  Dan says, “I am living in Charleston, SC now, with 
no plans to return [to Santa Monica] except for an occasional visit.... 
Meanwhile I have begun to get involved in a church in the Charleston 
area and with their youth group. Wherever I am and whatever I am 
doing, part of what I want to do is to help young people in their faith 
journey.”

We thank Dan for his 27 years of continued service, and know that the 
youth in Charleston are lucky to have him as their counselor!

To read Dan’s 2015 article, go to: 
www.santamonicaumcorg/2015/12/01/life-as-a-youth-counselor-by-
dan-stirling/

Dan Stirling (far right), with 
Youth Counselors: Brandon 

Searfoss, Maddy Ing, 
and Emily Payne

Lighting the Advent Candles families: (from left to right): Gabe, Leah and Olive Dimalanta; Howard, Debra and Emma Wollitz, Adrian and Nathan Corralez; 
Jim, Jill, Christian and Annika Dodd; Shalimar, June, and Jojo Carducci

The Blue Christmas Service, held on 
December 11 in the Chapel

Listening Hearts Women’s Group, led by 
Tricia Guerrero, at Literati Cafe

Chris Ruud (above) led the
Angel Tree Project, collecting
enough presents to fill 26 
baskets benefiting families at 
Upward Bound House

Jeanne Roe-Smith representing 
the Wesley Foundation at the 
Alternative Christmas Fair

Tricia Guerrero and the Youth 
prepping Christmas Care 
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the Fellowhip and Events Committee
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with Tricia, Ruby, and Adam 
Guerrero as the Holy Family

Thanks to Jocelyn Hicks-Garner and Linda 
Diane Anderson for their work on the 
Alternative Christmas Fair
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FIRST UMC OFFICE  HOURS
Tuesday - Friday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., and by appointment
Pastoral care by appointment only: 310-393-8258, enter ext. 1

SENTINEL
Horizons
“January” comes from the Latin Ianuarius, a name derived ianua 
which means “door.”  To celebrate this door into a whole new year, 
many cultures still observe the custom of opening all the doors and 
windows to the house on New Year’s Eve, especially the front door, 
that good fortune, health, and happiness may come in.

As the door opens into this New Year, may we open 
our hearts and minds and lives to all the promise 
of what lies ahead.  From the LA poet, 
Amanda Gorman,  in “New Day’s Lyric:”

“May this be the day
We come together.
Mourning, we come to mend,
Withered, we come to weather,
Torn, we come to tend,
Battered, we come to better.
Tethered by this year of yearning,
We are learning
That though we weren’t ready for this,
We have been readied by it...

Be bold, sang Time this year,
Be bold, sang Time,
For when you honor yesterday,
Tomorrow ye will find…”

As followers of Christ, in the joy of Christmas we remember how 
Jesus promised: “Ask and it will be given to you; search, and you will 
find; knock, and the door will be opened for you.  For everyone who 
asks, receives, and everyone who searches, finds, and for everyone 
who knocks, the door will be opened.”

Let us ask, search, knock, and walk through the door of this New 
Year together…where tomorrow we will find.

Rev. Patricia Farris
Senior Minister

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH of SANTA MONICA

Baptismal Renewal
Each year as a new year begins, we enjoy the renewing of our 
baptismal vows as a time to recommit our lives in the example of 
Christ Jesus and receive a fresh out-pouring of the Holy Spirit. We 
invite you to prayerfully prepare for worship on January 8 together, 
in-person and online. If you are participating online, prepare a 
small cup or bowl of water which will become for us a source of new 
life. This is the water that refreshes life, nurtures growth, and offers 
new birth.

Sunday, January 8, 10 a.m. In-Person and Online worship

Congregation Care Corner
If you have any questions or need pastoral care, you may always call 
the Pastoral Care line (310-393-8258 and enter extension 1), which 
is available for people to leave a message requesting care.  If you have 
questions, need assistance, or would like to volunteer to help with our 
homebound folks, please contact Congregation Care Associate: Anne 
Premer: a.premer@santamonicaumc.org. Or, call (310)393-8258 
ext. 103.   Visit the website for Community Care - a list of local 
resources including info for senior assistance, Medicare, American Red 
Cross, MODE (on-demand transportation for seniors and individuals 
with disabilities) bereavement resources, and more! 
Visit: www.santamonicaumc.org/care

Stewardship Continues
The 2023 Annual Giving Stewardship Campaign 
invites us each and all to prayerfully consider 
our financial pledge to support the mission 
and ministries of First UMC. To fill out a pledge 
card online visit www.santamonicaumc.org/
stewardship, or fill out a pledge card available in 
the church pews and drop off in the offering plate.

Covenant Renewal
Join us for January 1 worship for Epiphany Sunday, 
and the service of Covenant Renewal.  John Wesley 
introduced a covenant service as an important part of 
the spiritual life of the people called Methodist.  This 
renewal service was a time to gather annually for self-        
       examination, reflection, and re-dedication of their         
  lives to God. Across the years, it continues   
       to invite us into renewed commitment to   
                  an ongoing discipleship and Christ-like   
            character.  As New Year’s falls on a   
               Sunday this  year, we take this 
                opportunity to experience this service   

  ourselves.  Take some time 

  in prayer to reflect on    
  your own life.

  Sunday, January 1, 10 a.m., 
  in-person and online worship
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