
Welcome!  We count it a privilege and a blessing to worship with you on this joyous Christmas Eve.  If you 
come as a guest, we hope you will leave as a friend. 

We express our appreciation to Mike Eskridge and the Seasonal Displays Committee for the special floral 
arrangements and greens that beautify the Sanctuary.  If you dedicated poinsettias, you may take them 
home tonight.

First UMC takes the safety of the children and youth very seriously. We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, 
which is our commitment to the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our children, youth, and adults.

We are happy to have you worship with us this evening and we hope you will return often.   Weekly Sunday 
Sanctuary worship services are at 10 a.m., both in-person and online.

For information about what we offer, or to contact one of our pastors or staff members, visit our church 
website at www.santamonicaumc.org, or call the church office.

Rev. Patricia Farris, Senior Minister

Tricia Guerrero, Pastoral Associate for Family Ministries

Dr. James Smith, Music Director

The Chancel Choir

Ty Woodward, Organ

Lay Lectors: Michael Lamb, David Wilson

A/V Engineer: Brandon Searfoss, Robert Hedges

Head Usher: David Mayhan

Christmas Prayer
May God’s light shine brightly in your hearts, experiencing a renewed 

sense of God’s love and healing presence in your life. For the light shining in the 

darkness, shining persistently and magnificently, heralds the dawn of a new day. In the 

Christ Child is born the fullness of life, joy, and peace for all. Amen.



  December 24, 2022
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

PRELUDE — Christmas Music for Harp    Amy Wilkins, Harp
WORDS OF WELCOME                                                                          Tricia Guerrero
HYMN     O Come, All Ye Faithful  (insert)

CALL TO WORSHIP Michael Lamb, Lay Lector
He came as a baby in a manger.         
O come let us adore him.
He came in a lowly stable.
O come let us adore him.
Shepherds brought their worship.
O come let us adore him.
Angels sang his praise.
O come let us adore him.
Magi brought their gifts.
O come let us adore him.
What shall we do?
O come let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!

CHORAL ACT OF PRAISE         
  Wolcum, Yole!

 LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES    The Holman Family 
Great God of love and light, we thank you now for the light of that special star that 
guided shepherds and wise people to the holy baby. Lead us now, by the light of your 
love, that we may follow to new life in you. Amen. 

A TIME OF PRAYER AND REFLECTION                                                            Tricia Guerrero                

UNISON PRAYER                                                                  
O God our redeemer, when we have strayed from your paths, you light our way home. 
You send us your Holy One to guide the way. Let us follow in the way of your light, 
walking faithfully in the paths of justice and peace which lead to abundant life. Let the 
star of your hope touch our minds and hearts this night with bright beams of mercy and 
truth. May we find our way home to the fullness of your love for us, and for the whole 
creation. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

SILENT PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen.

CHORAL RESPONSE    Nowell, Nowell  (Randall Thompson)    The Chancel Choir

THE GOSPEL   Luke 2:1-20   David Wilson, Lay Lector

HOMILY    “The Magnitude of God’s Promise” Rev. Patricia Farris

RECEIVING OUR CHRISTMAS OFFERING             Michael Lamb
Your continued financial support of the church is now more important than ever. You may place gifts of cash 
or checks made out to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed. You may also mail your gift to 
the church or drop it into the mail slot of our offices any day of the week. Or, you may also give online at 
www.santamonicaumc.org/give, or mail checks through your online banking programs.  You may continue to 
earmark gifts for our various mission projects. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts. Thank you.

THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM      The Chancel Choir
 Sussex Carol (arr. Dale Wood)  (insert)

UNISON  PRAYER OF DEDICATION   David Wilson
O Holy God, in whom all hearts find welcome, we worship you this night with the simplest 
wonder. We are filled with love and hope because you offer us your life and your light. 
We offer back to you the gift of our hearts and our praise. May the birth of the Christ Child 
renew our lives and rekindle our hope. Amen.

MOMENTS OF SILENCE AND REFLECTION — Lighting of the Christ Candle

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT
The lights in the Sanctuary will be turned out. The minister will light her candle and the ushers will light their 
candles from hers. The ushers will then light the candle of the first person in each pew, and they in turn will light 
the candle of their neighbor and so on, until all the candles in the pew are lit. It is requested that no lit candles 
be tipped. Candles are to be extinguished at the conclusion of the service.

HYMN    Silent Night, Holy Night (insert)
  During the singing of the last stanza, the congregation will stand and hold their candles aloft.

THE RINGING OF THE BELL

HYMN   Joy to the World (insert)

BENEDICTION   Rev. Farris

POSTLUDE    Angels We Have Heard On High  (arr. Richard Elliott)          Ty Woodward, organ



O Come, All Ye Faithful
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.
Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 
Refrain: O come, let us adore him, O come, let 
us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord.
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; O sing, 
all ye citizens of heaven above! Glory to God, 
all glory in the highest; 
(Refrain)

 

Sussex Carol (arr. Dale Wood)    
On Christmas night all Christians sing to hear the 
news the angels bring. News of great joy, news 
of great mirth, news of our merciful King’s birth.  
Then why should men on earth be sad, since our 
Redeemer made us glad, when from our sin he 
set us free, all for to gain our liberty.  When sin 
departs before his grace, then life and health 
come in its place;  Angels and men with joy may 
sing, all for to see the newborn King.  All out of 
darkness we have light, which made the angels 
sing this night:  Glory to God and peace to 
men, now and forevermore, Amen. 

Christmas Eve Hymns

Silent Night, Holy Night
Silent night! Holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin 
mother and child;
Holy infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night! Holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight:
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heav’nly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior is born!
Christ, the Savior is born!

Joy to the World
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
let ev’ry heart prepare him room
and heav’n and nature sing,
and heav’n and nature sing,
and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, 
and plains,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
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