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Baptism of the Lord/Renewal of Baptismal Vows  •  January 8, 2023

 W E  G A T H E R

W O R S H I P

WELCOME     Tricia Guerrero 

PRELUDE    Prelude in G  (Felix Mendelssohn)  Ty Woodward, organ

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN    
  #2238 The Faith We Sing – In the Midst of New Dimensions

In the midst of new dimensions, in the face of changing ways, who will lead the pilgrim peoples 
wandering in their separate ways?  Refrain: God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the 
eagles soar, we your people, ours the journey now and ever, now and ever, now and ever 
more.  Through the flood of starving people, warring factions and despair, who will lift the 
olive branches? Who will light the flame of care? Refrain. As we stand a world divided by 
our own self seeking schemes, grant that we, your global village might envision wider dreams. 
Refrain. We are man and we are woman, all persuasions, old and young, each a gift in your 
creation, each a love song to be sung. Refrain. Should the threats of dire predictions cause us 
to withdraw in pain, may your blazing phoenix spirit, resurrect the church again. Refrain. 

*CALL TO WORSHIP          Terri-Rae Elmer, Lay Lector
From the waters of Creation, the earth sprang forth.
From the waters of a womb, our blessed Savior was born to us. 
From the waters of a river, people were baptized and marked as God’s Children.
Praise be to God, whose loving gifts and presence have called us together.

*CHORAL ACT OF PRAISE
“Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ the newborn King.”

F I RST  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I ST  C H U R C H  o f   SA N TA  M O N I CA
1008 Eleventh Street, Santa Monica, CA 90403 www.santamonicaumc.org · 310-393-8258

    God is real. God is love.               Together we can change the world.

*Asterisks indicate standing if you are able. 
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—Welcome New Visitors! We’re happy you’re here. You 
may fill out a New Visitor Sign-In form outside the sanctuary, 
go online: www.santamonicaumc.org/im-new, or scan this QR 
code for the online form.
—Flowers: “In loving memory of Jennie Weese.”  From Tom Weese.  
To order flowers to remember or honor a loved one for Sunday Worship 
service, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/flower-fund.
—Give: There are many ways to give!  Checks, cash, stocks or wills, or 
your gift of time! You may give securely online at: www.santamonicaumc.
org/give, via mail, or onsite through the office mail slot.  Thank you!
—Safe Sanctuaries®: First UMC takes the safety of the children and 
youth very seriously. We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is 
our commitment to the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our 
children, youth, and adults.
—Prayer Quilts: If there is a Prayer Quilt in worship, you are invited to 
pray over and tie knots on the quilt on the north wall of the Sanctuary, or 
call or email Sarah in the church office to request a tie be made on the 
quilt for you: Sarah Rold (310.393.8258), or s.rold@santamonicaumc.
org. To request a Prayer Quilt for someone in need, go to: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/prayerquiltministry.
—Prayer Requests: The Prayer Chain is a network of persons who pray 
in response to prayer requests, and treat all requests as confidential.  
Request a prayer at any time. Go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/prayer-
requests.
—Westside Food Bank: We collect food weekly for the Westside Food 
Bank. Bins are located outside the Sanctuary Sunday mornings.

STAY CONNECTED:
To join in fellowship and ministry, here’s how to connect: 
First UMC website: www.santamonicaumc.org
First UMC app: Download from the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM
Facebook: www.facebook.com/santamonicaumc
Instagram: @santamonicaumc
YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/SantaMonicaUMC 

UPDATED: Currently, based on state and local recommendations, 
masks are optional, but always acceptable and welcome. Everyone 
is strongly encouraged to get your vaccinations and booster shots.  If 
you feel ill, please choose to worship from home online.  Let us know 
if you need assistance in joining online.  



OUR MISSION & COMMON LIFE      Ben Ing, Lay Lector
We give thanks for God’s Creating Spirit that continues to give us life and lead us forward!
Thanks be to God!

 W E  H E A R  G O D ’ S  W O R D

 W E  R E S P O N D

THE GOSPEL         Matthew 3:13-17 (Pew Bible page 3, N.T.) Terri-Rae Elmer
Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God!

HOMILY       “The Magnitude of God’s Promise:  From the Waters”            Rev. Patricia Farris 

Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world. 
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.

 W E  G O  F O R T H  T O  S E R V E

INVITATION TO PRAYER      
  #2150 TFWS – Lord, Be Glorified

In our lives, Lord, be glorified, be glorified. In our lives, Lord, be glorified today. In our homes, 
Lord, be glorified, be glorified. In our homes, Lord, be glorified today. In your church, Lord, 
be glorified; be glorified. In your church, Lord, be glorified today. In your world, Lord, be 
glorified; be glorified. In your world, Lord, be glorified; be glorified today.

SILENT PRAYER & PASTORAL PRAYER     Tricia Guerrero
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

CHORAL RESPONSE

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES                                  Ben Ing
Your continued financial support of the church is now more important than ever. You may place gifts of cash 
or checks made out to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed. You may also mail your gift to 
the church or drop it into the mail slot of our offices any day of the week. Or, you may also give online at 
www.santamonicaumc.org/give, or mail checks through your online banking programs.  You may continue to 
earmark gifts for our various mission projects. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts. Thank you.

THE OFFERTORY        The  Chancel Choir, Vera Lugo, soloist 
Living Water of Life (David Lantz III)
Are you thirsty for the Master, for the God of all creation? Come through Jesus to the Father,
through the life sustaining vine. Drink deeply from the living water of life; drink, drink deeply.
Drink deeply from the endless water of life; drink, drink deeply. Like the waters of the Jordan,
He will nourish and sustain us, come through Jesus to the Father, drink the life of love divine.
Drink deeply from the living water of life; drink, drink deeply. Drink deeply from the endless
water of life; drink, drink deeply. Like the woman at the well, we are human and with sin.
Come through Jesus to the Father, feel His quenching deep within. Drink deeply from the living
water of life; drink, drink deeply. Drink deeply from the endless water of life. Drink, drink 
deeply. Come through Jesus to the Father. Taste the water of all life.

*RESPONSE  #94 United Methodist Hymnal — The Doxology

*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION     Ben Ing
We give you thanks, O God.  May our offerings honor you.  May our lives reflect 
your mercy.  May our hands bestow on others the blessings we have received 
Amen.

BAPTISMAL RENEWAL    Rev. Farris
  To the congregation:

I ask you, in the presence of God:  Will you turn away from the powers of sin and death?
I will.
Will you proclaim the good news and live as disciples of Jesus Christ on earth?
I will.
Will you let the Spirit use you as living witnesses to the gospel, wherever you are, and 
in all that you do?
I will.
Remember that you are baptized and rejoice!

*RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS  (All are invited to come forward)
  #593 UMH – Here I Am, Lord
       #206 UMH – I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

*UNISON PRAYER OF COVENANT    Tricia Guerrero
We commit ourselves individually and as a community to the way of Christ:  to 
take up the cross; to seek abundant life for all humanity;  to struggle for peace with 
justice and freedom; to risk ourselves in faith, hope, and love, praying that God’s 
kingdom may come.  Let us walk in the way that leads to life.  Amen.

*BENEDICTION   Rev. Farris

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE

POSTLUDE     Hornpipe from Water Music Suite (G. F. Handel)   Ty Woodward
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Baptism of the Lord/Renewal of Baptismal Vows  •  January 8, 2023

 W E  G A T H E R

W O R S H I P

WELCOME     Tricia Guerrero 

PRELUDE    Prelude in G  (Felix Mendelssohn)  Ty Woodward, organ

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN    
  #2238 The Faith We Sing – In the Midst of New Dimensions

In the midst of new dimensions, in the face of changing ways, who will lead the pilgrim peoples 
wandering in their separate ways?  Refrain: God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the 
eagles soar, we your people, ours the journey now and ever, now and ever, now and ever 
more.  Through the flood of starving people, warring factions and despair, who will lift the 
olive branches? Who will light the flame of care? Refrain. As we stand a world divided by 
our own self seeking schemes, grant that we, your global village might envision wider dreams. 
Refrain. We are man and we are woman, all persuasions, old and young, each a gift in your 
creation, each a love song to be sung. Refrain. Should the threats of dire predictions cause us 
to withdraw in pain, may your blazing phoenix spirit, resurrect the church again. Refrain. 

*CALL TO WORSHIP          Terri-Rae Elmer, Lay Lector
From the waters of Creation, the earth sprang forth.
From the waters of a womb, our blessed Savior was born to us. 
From the waters of a river, people were baptized and marked as God’s Children.
Praise be to God, whose loving gifts and presence have called us together.

*CHORAL ACT OF PRAISE
“Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ the newborn King.”
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    God is real. God is love.               Together we can change the world.

*Asterisks indicate standing if you are able. 
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—Welcome New Visitors! We’re happy you’re here. You 
may fill out a New Visitor Sign-In form outside the sanctuary, 
go online: www.santamonicaumc.org/im-new, or scan this QR 
code for the online form.
—Flowers: “In loving memory of Jennie Weese.”  From Tom Weese.  
To order flowers to remember or honor a loved one for Sunday Worship 
service, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/flower-fund.
—Give: There are many ways to give!  Checks, cash, stocks or wills, or 
your gift of time! You may give securely online at: www.santamonicaumc.
org/give, via mail, or onsite through the office mail slot.  Thank you!
—Safe Sanctuaries®: First UMC takes the safety of the children and 
youth very seriously. We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is 
our commitment to the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our 
children, youth, and adults.
—Prayer Quilts: If there is a Prayer Quilt in worship, you are invited to 
pray over and tie knots on the quilt on the north wall of the Sanctuary, or 
call or email Sarah in the church office to request a tie be made on the 
quilt for you: Sarah Rold (310.393.8258), or s.rold@santamonicaumc.
org. To request a Prayer Quilt for someone in need, go to: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/prayerquiltministry.
—Prayer Requests: The Prayer Chain is a network of persons who pray 
in response to prayer requests, and treat all requests as confidential.  
Request a prayer at any time. Go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/prayer-
requests.
—Westside Food Bank: We collect food weekly for the Westside Food 
Bank. Bins are located outside the Sanctuary Sunday mornings.

STAY CONNECTED:
To join in fellowship and ministry, here’s how to connect: 
First UMC website: www.santamonicaumc.org
First UMC app: Download from the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM
Facebook: www.facebook.com/santamonicaumc
Instagram: @santamonicaumc
YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/SantaMonicaUMC 

UPDATED: Currently, based on state and local recommendations, 
masks are optional, but always acceptable and welcome. Everyone 
is strongly encouraged to get your vaccinations and booster shots.  If 
you feel ill, please choose to worship from home online.  Let us know 
if you need assistance in joining online.  
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SUNDAY INSERT  
JANUARY 8, 2023 

LOOKING FORWARD
www.santamonicaumc.org

Your continued financial support of the church is now more important than ever:  www.santamonicaumc.org/give

January Mid-Week Recital
The Mid-Week recitals continue into 2023. January's recital features Laurent 
Jochum, organ. Laurent Jochum has had a particularly eclectic career for over 
twenty years. A native of Thionville, France, as the son and grandson of liturgical 
organists, he discovered the organ from an early age. Laurent Jochum performs 
regularly, in recital or with various instrumental and vocal formations, in France 
and abroad. Wednesday, January 11, 12:10 p.m. 
ONLINE:  Facebook: @santamonicaumc  • YouTube Channel : www.youtube/c/
santamonicaumc  • Website:  www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream 
• The First UMC App: (To download, go to the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM)

Grief and Graces with Rev. Keri Olsen Paget
Rev. Keri Olsen Paget will return with the online gathering of “Grief and Graces, 
a sacred space for weary souls.”  Meeting on three Sundays via Zoom, come for 
a time of reflection, to name the challenges and gifts of this time, listen for God’s 
invitation, and close with prayer.  Register here: www.santamonicaumc.org/griefs-
and-graces   

Sundays: January 15, 29, and February 12, 4-5 p.m. via Zoom

Youth Sunday
Next Sunday is Youth Sunday!  The youth will lead everything in worship from 
reading scripture to leading us in prayer. The Seniors will be giving their sermon 
reflections this day as well.  Following worship join the youth for a light lunch.

Sunday, January 15, 10 a.m. worship, followed by lunch in Simkins Hall

Family Ministries Winter Park Meet Up
Join us at the park!  Open to all of the church community - bring a blanket or 
chair, check out the farmer’s market, or a book at the library. Kids can play on the 
playground and park. Tricia and her family look forward to seeing you there!

Saturday, January 14, 9 - 11 a.m. Virginia Ave Park 

United Women in Faith Game Day
The UWF are excited to bring back their Game Day!  ALL are Welcome for a 
morning of Scrabble, Bridge, Mahjong, Rummikub tiles, fun and fellowship.  
Entry fee TBD.  From the United Women in Faith: “Our focus is on education and 
mission.  All monies raised throughout the year go to local and global missions. 
Here at First UMC, we present scholarships to all the high school graduates every  
June, and we also contribute to the annual Youth Service Project. Through the 
years we have supported Angel Tree, Messy Church, Step Up on Second Street 
and  the Westside Food Bank, the People Concern, CYFC, the Wesley Foundation 
serving UCLA and the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). We 
THANK YOU for your support at our Peanut Brittle Sales and Mini Boutique!

Saturday, January 21, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m., in Simkins Hall

STAY CONNECTED:
To join in fellowship and ministry, here’s how to connect: 
First UMC website: www.santamonicaumc.org
First UMC app: Download from the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM
Facebook: www.facebook.com/santamonicaumc
Instagram: @santamonicaumc
YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/SantaMonicaUMC

COMMUNITY NEWS:

The 38th Annual Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration
The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Westside Coalition is proud to present the 
38th Annual Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration. There will be several 
events throughout the community beginning on Thursday, January 12, including a 
Community Involvement Fair, a Santa Monica Symphony Orchestra performance, 
and a virtual film festival.  
• The National Holiday Celebration will take place on Monday, January 16, at 
9 a.m. at John Adams Middle School Performing Arts Center. (2425 16th Street, 
SM).   Festivities include music and dance, and  keynote speaker Dr. Ben Chavis, 
Jr.  Dr. Chavis Jr. is an African-American civil rights leader and icon, United Church 
of Christ ordained minister, author, journalist, organic chemist, environmentalist, 
global entrepreneur, and currently President and CEO of the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association. 

For more info and a complete listing of all events, visit:  www.mlkjrwestside.org
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and a virtual film festival.  
• The National Holiday Celebration will take place on Monday, January 16, at 
9 a.m. at John Adams Middle School Performing Arts Center. (2425 16th Street, 
SM).   Festivities include music and dance, and  keynote speaker Dr. Ben Chavis, 
Jr.  Dr. Chavis Jr. is an African-American civil rights leader and icon, United Church 
of Christ ordained minister, author, journalist, organic chemist, environmentalist, 
global entrepreneur, and currently President and CEO of the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association. 

For more info and a complete listing of all events, visit:  www.mlkjrwestside.org
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