
F  I  R  S  T    U  N  I  T  E  D    M  E  T  H  O  D  I  S  T    C  H  U  R  C  H

  Fourth Sunday After Epiphany  •  January 29, 2023

 W E  G A T H E R

W O R S H I P

WELCOME     Tricia Guerrero 
PRELUDE    Adagio Molto from Sonata No. 3  (Alexandre Guilmant)  Ty Woodward, organ
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN    
  #100 United Methodist Hymnal – God, Whose Love Is Reigning o’er Us

God, whose love is reigning o’er us, source of all, the ending true; hear the universal chorus
raised in joyful praise to you:  Alleluia, Alleluia, worship ancient, worship new.  Word of 
God from nature bringing Springtime green and autumn gold; mountain streams like children 
singing, ocean waves like thunder bold:  Alleluia, Alleluia, As creation’s tale is told.  Holy God 
of ancient glory, choosing man and woman, too; Abr’am’s faith and Sarah’s story formed a 
people bound to you.  Alleluia, Alleluia, to your covenant keep us true.  Covenant, new again 
in Jesus, Star-child born to set us free; sent to heal us, sent to teach us how love’s children we 
might be.  Alleluia, Alleluia, risen Christ, our Savior he!  Lift we then our human voices in the 
songs that faith would bring; live we then in human choices lives that, like our music, sing:
Alleluia, Alleluia, joined in love our praises ring!

*CALL TO WORSHIP          Michael Lamb, Lay Leadership Team
O God, we gather this morning to give you praise and thanksgiving for the wondrous gift of 
Jesus the Christ, who proved the fullness of your love in his walk among us.  
Receive the worship we bring as an expression of our love for you and touch our hearts that 
we may grow in love towards one another.  
Spur us on with your Word and your Spirit,
that we may love you and all your children with joy.

*CHORAL ACT OF PRAISE
“Almighty God, God of our Fathers immortal! Mighty art Thou, O Lord of Lords!”F I RST  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I ST  C H U R C H  o f   SA N TA  M O N I CA

1008 Eleventh Street, Santa Monica, CA 90403 www.santamonicaumc.org · 310-393-8258

    God is real. God is love.               Together we can change the world.

*Asterisks indicate standing if you are able. 
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—Welcome New Visitors! We’re happy you’re here. You 
may fill out a New Visitor Sign-In form outside the sanctuary, 
go online: www.santamonicaumc.org/im-new, or scan this QR 
code for the online form.
—Nursery Care:  Nursery Care is available on Sunday mornings from 
9:30 - 11 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education Building. Parents with young 
children are also welcome to worship in the sanctuary or in the Kids Zone 
in the narthex.
—Flowers at the Reredos: “In loving memory of Barbara Roebuck.” 
From her family.  
To order flowers to remember or honor a loved one for Sunday Worship 
service, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/flower-fund.
—Give: There are many ways to give!  Checks, cash, stocks or wills, or 
your gift of time! You may give securely online at: www.santamonicaumc.
org/give, via mail, or onsite through the office mail slot. Thank you!
—Safe Sanctuaries®: First UMC takes the safety of the children and 
youth very seriously. We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is 
our commitment to the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our 
children, youth, and adults.
—Prayer Quilts: If there is a Prayer Quilt in worship, you are invited to 
pray over and tie knots on the quilt on the north wall of the Sanctuary, or 
call or email Sarah in the church office to request a tie be made on the 
quilt for you: Sarah Rold (310.393.8258), or s.rold@santamonicaumc.
org. To request a Prayer Quilt for someone in need, go to: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/prayerquiltministry.
—Prayer Requests: The Prayer Chain is a network of persons who pray 
in response to prayer requests, and treat all requests as confidential.  
Request a prayer at any time. Go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/prayer-
requests.
—Westside Food Bank: We collect food weekly for the Westside Food 
Bank. Bins are located outside the Sanctuary Sunday mornings.
STAY CONNECTED:
To join in fellowship and ministry, here’s how to connect: 
First UMC website: www.santamonicaumc.org
First UMC app: Download from the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM
Facebook: www.facebook.com/santamonicaumc
Instagram: @santamonicaumc
YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/SantaMonicaUMC 

Currently, based on state and local recommendations, masks are optional, but always acceptable 
and welcome. Everyone is strongly encouraged to get your vaccinations and booster shots.  If you feel 
ill, please choose to worship from home online.  Let us know if you need assistance in joining online.  



OUR MISSION & COMMON LIFE       Michael Lamb
  Moments for Mission - The People Concern   Kristen McDermott

We give thanks for God’s Creating Spirit that continues to give us life and lead us forward!
Thanks be to God!

 W E  H E A R  G O D ’ S  W O R D

 W E  R E S P O N D

THE GOSPEL       Matthew 5:1-12 (Pew Bible page 4, N.T.) Rev. Keri Olsen Paget
  Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God!

SERMON              Rev. Patricia Farris
  The Magnitude of God’s Promise:  An On-Going Blessing 

Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world. 
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.

INVITATION TO PRAYER      
 #2155 The Faith We Sing — Blest Are They 
Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the kingdom of God. Blest are they, full of sorrow;
they shall be consoled. Rejoice and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are you. Rejoice and be glad!
Yours is the kingdom of God! Blest are they, the lowly ones; they shall inherit the earth.
Blest are they, who hunger and thirst; they shall have their fill. Rejoice and be glad! Blessed are 
you, holy are you. Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! Blest are they who show 
mercy; mercy shall be theirs. Blest are they the pure of heart; they shall see God! Rejoice, and 
be glad! Blessed are you, holy are you. Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God!
Blest are they, who seek peace; They are the children of God. Blest are they who suffer in faith;
the glory of God is theirs. Rejoice, and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are you. Rejoice and be 
glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! Blest are you who suffer hate, all because of me. Rejoice and 
be glad, yours is the kingdom. Shine for all to see. Rejoice, and be glad! Blessed are you, holy 
are you. Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God!  

SILENT PRAYER & PASTORAL PRAYER    Rev. Olsen Paget

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

CHORAL RESPONSE

 W E  G O  F O R T H  T O  S E R V E

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES                                  Michael Lamb
Your continued financial support of the church is now more important than ever. You may place gifts of cash 
or checks made out to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed. You may also mail your gift to 
the church or drop it into the mail slot of our offices any day of the week. Or, you may also give online at 
www.santamonicaumc.org/give, or mail checks through your online banking programs.  You may continue to 
earmark gifts for our various mission projects. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts. Thank you.

THE OFFERTORY        The Chancel Choir
Sing Unto God from Judas Maccabaeus (G.F.Handel)
Sing unto God, and high affections raise, to crown this conquest with unmeasur’d praise.

*RESPONSE  #94 UMH — The Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION     Rev. Olsen Paget
God of light and love, we offer our gifts so that the Good News may be experienced 
by people in our community and around the world.  We ask that these gifts, and our 
lives, will preach the gospel of your love.  In Christ’s name we pray,  Amen.

*BENEDICTION   Rev. Farris

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE

POSTLUDE     God of Grace and God of Glory (arr. Paul Manz)   Ty Woodward
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SUNDAY INSERT  
JANUARY 29, 2023 

MISSION & COMMON LIFE
www.santamonicaumc.org

Your continued financial support of the church is now more important than ever:  www.santamonicaumc.org/give

• Men’s Bible Study  Tuesdays, 7 a.m. via Zoom     
Men’s Bible Study is a weekly online meeting where men of 
all ages and generations gather to ground themselves in the 
Holy Scripture. www.santamonicaumc.org/biblestudy

• Open Space Young Adult Group   Open Space is a young 
adult ministry that offers community for young adults 
to journey alongside one another in spiritual discovery, 
growth, and belonging.  Visit: www.santamonicaumc.org/
open-space

• Listening Hearts Women’s Group, with Tricia Guerrero   
Listening Hearts is a spiritual community of women who 
gather to listen to one another in the midst of life’s chaos, 
led by Pastoral Associate Tricia Guerrero. Contact Tricia for 
upcoming meetings: t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org.
 www.santamonicaumc.org/small-groups

• Sunday School for Kids    Sunday School is currently 
happening weekly on Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. in Room 
206. Parents can drop off and pick up children ages 2 
through 5th grade during morning worship. Children are 
also welcome to remain with families in the Sanctuary, 
and worship activity bags can be found in the Narthex or 
from an Usher. Reach out to Tricia Guerrero (t.guerrero@
santamonicaumc.org) if you have any questions. www.
santamonicaumc.org/sunday-school

Ongoing Ministries at First UMC
If you’d like more information for ministry opportunities, you may contact the church office (310) 393-8258, or visit the 
website: www.santamonicaumc.org

The People Concern
We are pleased to welcome Kristen McDermott from The People Concern during 
today's Moments for Mission.  Their mission statement: "The People Concern 
believes no one should have to live on the street or in a violent household. Our staff, 
volunteers and those we serve work together to address the effects of homelessness, 
poverty, mental and physical illness, abuse and addiction. Our programs empower 
the most vulnerable among us to improve their quality of life – housed, healthy and 
safe – and become active participants in the community. Read more: 
www.thepeopleconcern.org

Grief and Graces with Rev. Keri Olsen Paget
Rev. Keri Olsen Paget continues with the online gathering of “Grief and Graces, 
a sacred space for weary souls.”  Meeting tonight via Zoom, come for a time of 
reflection, to name the challenges and gifts of this time, listen for God’s invitation, 
and close with prayer. It’s not too late to attend! Sign up here: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/griefs-and-graces

Sunday,  January 29, 4-5 p.m. via Zoom

• Nursery Care   Starting today, Nursery Care is available 
on Sunday mornings from 9:30 - 11 a.m. in Room 204 in 
the Education Building. Parents with young children are 
also welcome to worship in the sanctuary or in the Kids 
Zone in the narthex.

• Youth Group   The Youth Ministry at First UMC is a 
community of youth and adult volunteers who gather to 
explore and grow in faith together.  Regular Youth Group 
meetings are held in the Youth Lounge Sunday nights 
from 6 - 8 p.m.   Email Tricia Guerrero (t.guerrero@
santamonicaumc.org) if you would like to get connected 
to this group for youth in grades 6-12.   
www.santamonicaumc.org/youth-ministry

• Prayer Quilt Ministry   3rd Saturdays of the month, 
9:30 a.m. in Room 300.  To order a Prayer Quilt for 
someone in need, visit: https://santamonicaumc.org/
prayerquiltministry

• The Chancel Choir   For Adults: Meets at 7:40 p.m. 
on Thursdays (with a break during the Summer). The 
Chancel Choir provides music every Sunday during the 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship Service.

• Blood Pressure Screenings   The Health Ministry 
Council provides free Blood Pressure Screenings every 
third Sunday of the month in the Fireside Room. We give 
thanks for this ministry of health and wellness. www.
santamonicaumc.org/health-ministry

Kids Night Out
Kids Night Out is back!  While parents enjoy an evening out, children are provided 
a safe and fun night of games, activities and crafts, pizza dinner, and a movie with 
our trained childcare team.  $30/child + $15 for each additional sibling, 2 years 
through 5th grade. Sign up here: www.santamonicaumc.org/kids-night-out

Saturday, February 11, 4-8 p.m., Second Floor Education Building

City of Santa Monica: Black History Month 
February 2023 will mark the fourth year that the 
Santa Monica Black History Month Committee has 
proudly provided programming to the public that’s 
been informative, inspirational, fun and increasingly 
representative of our diverse histories, communities and 
cultures. This year they’re offering two main events: a 
kickoff celebration on February 1 featuring food trucks 
and dancing, and an author reading and conversation 
on February 23.  For a full list of events, visit:  www.
santamonica.gov/blog/black-history-month-2023

Bishop Dottie Escobedo-Frank's Installation 
Service
The Installation service takes 
place today at 3 p.m. at First 
UMC of Pasadena (500 E. 
Colorado Blvd., Pasadena, CA 
91101)  This event will be live-
streamed for those otherwise 
unable to attend in person. 
More info:
www.calpacumc.org/bishop

Youth Service Project 2023 - Sign Up Now
The 2023 Youth Service Trip, an annual week of service for teens in 8th through 
12th grade, will be serving with the Appalachia Service Project this summer, and 
the trip is open for registration. Contact Tricia (t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org) 
for questions or for further info.  Sign up here: www.santamonicaumc.org/ysp    

Deadline to sign-up is February 24.  
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If you’d like more information for ministry opportunities, you may contact the church office (310) 393-8258, or visit the 
website: www.santamonicaumc.org

The People Concern
We are pleased to welcome Kristen McDermott from The People Concern during 
today's Moments for Mission.  Their mission statement: "The People Concern 
believes no one should have to live on the street or in a violent household. Our staff, 
volunteers and those we serve work together to address the effects of homelessness, 
poverty, mental and physical illness, abuse and addiction. Our programs empower 
the most vulnerable among us to improve their quality of life – housed, healthy and 
safe – and become active participants in the community. Read more: 
www.thepeopleconcern.org

Grief and Graces with Rev. Keri Olsen Paget
Rev. Keri Olsen Paget continues with the online gathering of “Grief and Graces, 
a sacred space for weary souls.”  Meeting tonight via Zoom, come for a time of 
reflection, to name the challenges and gifts of this time, listen for God’s invitation, 
and close with prayer. It’s not too late to attend! Sign up here: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/griefs-and-graces

Sunday,  January 29, 4-5 p.m. via Zoom

• Nursery Care   Starting today, Nursery Care is available 
on Sunday mornings from 9:30 - 11 a.m. in Room 204 in 
the Education Building. Parents with young children are 
also welcome to worship in the sanctuary or in the Kids 
Zone in the narthex.

• Youth Group   The Youth Ministry at First UMC is a 
community of youth and adult volunteers who gather to 
explore and grow in faith together.  Regular Youth Group 
meetings are held in the Youth Lounge Sunday nights 
from 6 - 8 p.m.   Email Tricia Guerrero (t.guerrero@
santamonicaumc.org) if you would like to get connected 
to this group for youth in grades 6-12.   
www.santamonicaumc.org/youth-ministry

• Prayer Quilt Ministry   3rd Saturdays of the month, 
9:30 a.m. in Room 300.  To order a Prayer Quilt for 
someone in need, visit: https://santamonicaumc.org/
prayerquiltministry

• The Chancel Choir   For Adults: Meets at 7:40 p.m. 
on Thursdays (with a break during the Summer). The 
Chancel Choir provides music every Sunday during the 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship Service.

• Blood Pressure Screenings   The Health Ministry 
Council provides free Blood Pressure Screenings every 
third Sunday of the month in the Fireside Room. We give 
thanks for this ministry of health and wellness. www.
santamonicaumc.org/health-ministry

Kids Night Out
Kids Night Out is back!  While parents enjoy an evening out, children are provided 
a safe and fun night of games, activities and crafts, pizza dinner, and a movie with 
our trained childcare team.  $30/child + $15 for each additional sibling, 2 years 
through 5th grade. Sign up here: www.santamonicaumc.org/kids-night-out

Saturday, February 11, 4-8 p.m., Second Floor Education Building

City of Santa Monica: Black History Month 
February 2023 will mark the fourth year that the 
Santa Monica Black History Month Committee has 
proudly provided programming to the public that’s 
been informative, inspirational, fun and increasingly 
representative of our diverse histories, communities and 
cultures. This year they’re offering two main events: a 
kickoff celebration on February 1 featuring food trucks 
and dancing, and an author reading and conversation 
on February 23.  For a full list of events, visit:  www.
santamonica.gov/blog/black-history-month-2023

Bishop Dottie Escobedo-Frank's Installation 
Service
The Installation service takes 
place today at 3 p.m. at First 
UMC of Pasadena (500 E. 
Colorado Blvd., Pasadena, CA 
91101)  This event will be live-
streamed for those otherwise 
unable to attend in person. 
More info:
www.calpacumc.org/bishop

Youth Service Project 2023 - Sign Up Now
The 2023 Youth Service Trip, an annual week of service for teens in 8th through 
12th grade, will be serving with the Appalachia Service Project this summer, and 
the trip is open for registration. Contact Tricia (t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org) 
for questions or for further info.  Sign up here: www.santamonicaumc.org/ysp    

Deadline to sign-up is February 24.  
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