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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH of SANTA MONICA LENT 2023

Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent - a time of 
introspection and self-examination of our lives and 
relationship with God.  The ritual of the ashes represent 
a visual reminder of the day as we pause to remember 
our physical limits in contrast to the infinity of God.  
Here at First UMC, we offer two Ash Wednesday 
services in the Chapel (in-person only).  The ashes 
used for the services come from the burned palms of 
last year’s Palm Sunday Service. We invite you to this 
intimate and reflective service that marks the beginning 
of the Lenten season.

Ash Wednesday: February 22 • 12 p.m. & 7 p.m., 
in the Chapel

ash wednesday services

The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 22.  
Lent is a 40-day season given to us as a time of spiritual 
preparation for the astonishing story of Easter.  

Traditionally, Lent is a time to fast—to refrain from excess 
and experience our hunger for God; a time to pray and 
study the Word of God—to quiet our thoughts and open our 
hearts to God’s call on our lives; and a time to repent—to 
turn away from words, thoughts, behaviors that close us off 
to the fullness of God’s kingdom and the fullness of all that 
our lives might become. 

Our theme for Lent this year is “Seeking.”  As we hear 
again the Biblical stories of the Temptation of Jesus, 
Nicodemus, the woman at the well, and others, we will hear 
our ancestors, and even our Savior himself, wrestling with 
questions of identity, purpose, direction, and vocation.  We 
will hear our own questions and longings echoed in theirs:  
who am I in my heart of hearts?  Who is God calling me to 
be?  What is the new life offered me in Christ?  What is the 
song of my soul?

May Lent be for us each and all a holy season of seeking 
new depth and growth, seeking healing, vision, and deeper 
faithfulness.  For our God has promised: “When you seek 
me, you will find me, if you seek me with all your heart.”

Rev. Patricia Farris
Senior Minister

lenten devotional
The First UMC Lenten Devotional will be available to 
pick up beginning Sunday, February 19, in the Narthex, 
at the Sunday Hospitality Table, or in the church office.  
Written by members of the congregation, this year’s 
edition also features writings from A Sanctified Art  for 
the Sundays in Lent. Sign up online to receive the daily 
devotional by email (the email version includes the 
scripture for the day): 

www.santamonicaumc.org/lent

This season’s Lenten theme and artwork comes to us from the group 
A Sanctified Art.  A Sanctified Art emerged as a ministry to support 
worshiping communities in integrating art and creativity into their 
spiritual practices. Initially representing the art and ministry of Lisle 
Gwynn Garrity, A Sanctified Art expanded to become a team of artists 
and pastors in January, 2016.
www.sanctifiedart.org

Orchestra Santa Monica
Orchestra Santa Monica continues to celebrate their 
10-Year Anniversary.  Concert tickets are free this season!
Upcoming Orchestra Concert:

• Saturday, February 11, 2023 – 7:30 p.m.
Derrick Skye & Tchaikovsky
First Presbyterian Church
1220 2nd St., Santa Monica
Roger Kalia, conductor



Worship Online 
We offer several options for participating in online worship.  You may 
join in the service Livestream in real time or later at your convenience 
on these platforms:
Sundays 10 a.m. Worship Online LIVESTREAM on: 
    • Facebook: www.facebook.com/santamonicaumc/live 
    • Website: www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream
    • YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/c/SantaMonicaUMC  
    • The First UMC App: (download from the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM) 
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Worship in the Sanctuary 
We worship on Sundays at 10 a.m. in-person in the Sanctuary each 
week. Masks are optional, but always acceptable and 
welcome.  Everyone is strongly encouraged to get your vaccinations 
and booster shots.  If you feel ill, please choose to worship from home 
online.  Let us know if you need assistance in joining online. 

Sunday School: 
Sundays @ 10 a.m.
Sunday School is now being held in 
Room 206.  We are so grateful to 
our Sunday School teachers (Dot 
Plukas and Sandra Jones) for their 
ongoing care and commitment to 
our children and families. 
Sundays, 10 a.m. Room 206
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February Online Mid-Week Recital
February’s Mid-Week Recital features 
Tom Batson, piano. Tom is a pianist and 
accompanist based in New York City. In 
2020, he completed studies with Michael 
Lewin and Pavel Nersessian at Boston 
University, graduating magna cum laude 
with degrees in Piano Performance and 
English.  Alongside his solo performance, 

Tom is an avid collaborative pianist who especially enjoys 
accompanying vocalists and playing chamber music. Currently, Tom 
works as a Program Assistant for Grants Management at Trinity 
Church Wall Street, an Episcopal parish in New York City whose 
philanthropy touches housing and homelessness, racial justice, 
leadership development, and mission real estate development. After 
nearly twenty years, Tom is delighted to reconnect with the Santa 
Monica First community and looks forward to sharing a program of 
piano works by Schumann, Debussy, and Barber. Some of you might 
remember Tom from First UMC, where his father Gregory Batson 
served as Minister here from 2004-2009.
How to watch:    
• Facebook Live - Search @santamonicaumc
• YouTube Live- Search “Santa Monica UMC”  
• Website - www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream
• The App - download the app at the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM

February Mid-Week Recital: Wednesday, February 8, 12:10 p.m. 
Livestream. Available to watch anytime afterwards on the above platforms.

Monthly Blood 
Pressure 
Screenings
The Health Ministry Council hosts 
Blood Pressure screenings every 
third Sunday of the month (subject 
to change.)  We are grateful to this 
ministry for their continued care of 
the congregation! 

Grief and Graces with Rev. Keri Olsen 
Paget
Rev. Keri Olsen Paget continues with the 
online gathering of “Grief and Graces, a 
sacred space for weary souls.”  Meeting for 
one more Sunday via Zoom, come for a time of 
reflection, to name the challenges and gifts of 
this time, listen for God’s invitation, and close 
with prayer. It’s not too late to attend, sign up here: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/griefs-and-graces

Sunday,  February 12, 4-5 p.m. via Zoom

Nursery Care is Back!
Nursery Care is once again available on Sunday mornings from 9:30 - 
11 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education Building.  Parents with young 
children are also welcome to worship in the sanctuary or in the Kids Zone 
in the narthex.

WORSHIP
10 a.m. In-Person & Online

After Worship Social Time
Join others in the courtyard or in Simkins Hall (depending on the 
weather) after worship to say “Hello!” and enjoy the coffee and donuts 
table (all donuts individually wrapped).  Stop by the Welcome Table 
and visit with staff member David Penson if you have any questions.

Sunday, February 19, after worship, in the Fireside Room

Sunday Flowers  
Honor the memory of a loved one, celebrate a birthday, 
anniversary or other event, or give towards the Flower 
Fund.  The cost of Sunday Flowers is $80.  You are 
welcome to take one or both arrangements after 
worship.  The staff will be happy to assist you.  

•  Date request of dedication is subject to availability.  Written 
dedications should be received no later than 5 p.m. on the Wednesday 
before the requested Sunday to ensure print on the back of the Order of 
Worship, and to be included in the Friday community email. To order, 
visit: www.santamonicaumc.org/flower-fund.

Listening Hearts Women’s Group 
with Tricia Guerrero
Listening Hearts is a group for women of all ages, 
grounded in the practices of sacred listening, prayer and 
reflection. Alongside one another, we share our stories, 
listen to one another, and grow in God’s loving presence. 
www.santamonicaumc.org/small-groups

February Dates: February 1 , 6:30 p.m. via Zoom; 
February 8, Coffee and Connect, 10 a.m. at Literati Cafe

Kids Night Out!
Kids Night Out is back!  While parents enjoy an evening out, children 
are provided a safe and fun night of games, 
activities and crafts, pizza dinner, and a movie 
with our trained childcare team. 

When:  Saturday, February 11, 4-8 p.m.
Where: Second Floor Education Building
Cost:  $30/child + $15 for each additional 
sibling
Ages:  2 years through 5th grade 

Pre-registration is required.  To sign up, register online no later than 
February 8, and you will receive a confirmation email with details for 
the evening including drop-off/pick-up information.  For questions, 
please contact Tricia Guerrero, Director of Children and Youth Ministry 
at: t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org, or 310-393-8258 (ext. 104).  
Sign up here: www.santamonicaumc.org/kids-night-out

Saturday, February 11, 4 - 8 p.m., in the First UMC Education Bldg., 
2nd Floor.
First UMC takes the care and safety  of children seriously.  We follow 
Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which  is our commitment to the physical 
safety and spiritual growth of all of  our children, youth and adults.

February at a Glance
Sun Feb 5 Holy Communion
Wed Feb 8   February Mid-Week Recital
  Open Space Gathering
Sat  Feb 11 Kids Night Out
Sun Feb 12   Grief and Graces last class via Zoom
Sun Feb 19 Transfiguration Sunday
  Lenten Devotional booklets available
Wed Feb 22 First day in Lent;  Ash Wednesday;  
  Ash Wednesday Services in the Chapel - 
  12 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
  Daily Devotion emails begin
Fri Feb 24 Last day to sign up for the Youth Service Project Trip
Sun Feb 26: 1st Sunday in Lent
  Youth Confirmation Class begins

Youth Service Trip 2023 
The 2023 Youth Service Trip is an annual 
week of service for teens in 8th through 12th 
grade, and this summer they will be serving 
with Appalachia Service Project. 

This year the theme is Love Strong:  
Luke 10:27 says… “Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your 
mind and love your neighbor as yourself.” (NIV)

This verse is a call to action, urging us to live as people who love God 
with everything we have and who extend the love of God to all people 
in need, our neighbors. We love God when we live fully in relationship 
with God and our neighbor.  This connects deeply with ASP’s core value 
of “accepting people right where they are, just the way they are.” When 
we accept all people, share God’s love with them, and embrace them as 
neighbors–we become those who Love Strong.

Deadline to sign-up is February 24:  www.santamonicaumc.org/ysp
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Community Photos
Births
• Congratulations to George and Elizabeth Sondecker, proud 
parents of Caroline Laura Sondecker, born December 24, 2022.  

Deaths
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of these 
departed loved ones:
• We give thanks for the life and life everlasting of Sharon Johnson, 
who died December 14, 2022.

• First UMC member Margaret Defenderfer’s mother Donna Vogel, 
who died December 24, 2022.

Community News
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Preschool 
Corner

Request a Prayer Quilt
Led by Sue Payne and Maile Marquand, the Prayer Quilt Ministry 
continues to offer Prayer Quilts to those  in need. To request a quilt: 
1. Talk to the intended recipient.  Ask if the person is willing to be 
prayed for and to receive a quilt.  Ask what specific prayers are 
wished for.  There is no charge for the quilt – it is  a gift of love.
2. Contact Maile Marquand (mailemarquand@gmail.com) or 
Sue Payne (sue.f.payne@gmail.com).
3.  Select the quilt if some are already made, or suggest colors if one is 
to be selected for you.  Once the quilt selection has been made, First 
UMC will display the quilt in the Friday Community Email, and also 
during Sunday 10 a.m. worship, where you may tie a prayer knot during            
in-person worship, or view the quilt on the Livestream.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Black History Month 2023 
February 2023 will mark the fourth year that the Santa Monica Black 
History Month Committee has proudly provided programming to 
the public that’s been informative, inspirational, fun and increasingly 
representative of our diverse histories, communities and cultures. This 
year they’re offering two main events: a kickoff celebration on February 
1 featuring food trucks and dancing, and an author reading and 
conversation on February 23. Our theme for 2023 is Black Resistance, 
established by the Association for the Study of African American Life 
and History (ASALH). The ASALH is the organization founded in 1915 
by historian, author and educator Dr. Carter G. Woodson, who is also 
known as the father of Black history.  

For a full list of events, visit:
www.santamonica.gov/blog/black-history-month-2023

Open Space Young Adults
Open Space is a young adult ministry that offers community for young 
adults to journey alongside one another in spiritual discovery, growth, 
and belonging. They gather once a month in person, and sometimes 
on Zoom, for conversations on faith and life, engaging in prayer and 
study.  Visit: www.santamonicaumc.org/open-space

Next Gathering:  Wednesday, February 8

Men’s Bible Study Zoom Meetings
Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study is a weekly meeting where men of 
all ages and generations gather to ground themselves in the Holy 
Scripture during online breakfast.  As men try to navigate the stresses 
and complexities of this modern world and daily life, Men’s Breakfast 
is a place for community, prayer and fellowship through the sharing of 
God’s Holy word. Come by online as your schedule permits! For more 
info and to sign up, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/biblestudy. 

Every Tuesday, 7 a.m., via Zoom

Confirmation Class beginning
As we grow into young adults in the church, 
we are invited into a confirmation experience 
to ask ourselves these important questions: 
“Where do I belong?” and “What do I affirm?” 
Confirmation Class is a chance to explore 
what it means to be a Christian, a United 
Methodist, and a Child of God. It is also a 
sacred time for youth to ask questions, bring 
doubts and explore faithfully what it means to be a follower of Christ 
in the 21st century. At the end, they are affirmed in worship as they are 
received into the community through their own decision. 
Contact Tricia if you have questions or for more information: 
t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org.  Class will be held on: 

Sundays, February 26 - March 26, 9:30-11:30 a.m. in Room 203 

Stewardship 2023
Thank you to all who have generously
pledged for 2023. If you haven’t yet had
the opportunity to commit to giving for 
2023, now is the time! Support from each 
member is needed. Every Gift Matters. 
www.santamonicaumc.org/stewardship.

LOOKING FORWARD TO MARCH

Lenten Zoom Study: 
Gospel of Matthew
Rev. Larry Young will be leading a 6-week 
study of the Gospel of Matthew, beginning 
Wednesday, March 1.  Duplicate sessions will 
be offered Wednesdays at 2 and 7 p.m.  The 
study was created for local church use by the 
Center for Continuing Education at Yale Divinity School, Rev. Young’s 
alma mater.  Each session will deal with some aspect of Jesus’ ministry 
(Sermon on the Mount, miracles, events leading to the cross, etc.)  For 
each, a study guide and discussion questions will be emailed ahead to 
class members, and each session will include a video created by Yale 
personnel.  There will be no cost for the class.  Look for sign-ups starting 
soon!

Class begins Wednesday, March 1,  2 p.m. and 7 p.m., via Zoom  

An inspiring Sunday worship and lunch with our Youth Group! This year’s 
seniors: (center pic: Cristina Marban, Dara I’Anson, Lincoln Hughes, Gavin Eddy 
and Andrew Buxton). The Youth leaders  and counselors celebrated with the 
youth after worship (right). Worship was followed by lunch in Simkins Hall.

The United Women in Faith
held an intergenerational  
Game Day in Simkins Hall 
on Saturday, January 21.

from the Listening Hearts Christmas party

The Preschool celebrated Chinese New 
Year with their annual Lion Dance in 
Simkins Hall.

Baptismal Renewal in worship

Thanks to Lauren and Julian Sweat for 
serving as acolytes on Sunday Jan 22, 
lighting the altar table candles to help 
us prepare our hearts and minds for 
worship. Look for young acolytes to 
light the candles in upcoming Sundays, 
under the guidance of Tricia Guerrero, 
Pastoral Associate for Family 
Ministries.
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member is needed. Every Gift Matters. 
www.santamonicaumc.org/stewardship.

LOOKING FORWARD TO MARCH

Lenten Zoom Study: 
Gospel of Matthew
Rev. Larry Young will be leading a 6-week 
study of the Gospel of Matthew, beginning 
Wednesday, March 1.  Duplicate sessions will 
be offered Wednesdays at 2 and 7 p.m.  The 
study was created for local church use by the 
Center for Continuing Education at Yale Divinity School, Rev. Young’s 
alma mater.  Each session will deal with some aspect of Jesus’ ministry 
(Sermon on the Mount, miracles, events leading to the cross, etc.)  For 
each, a study guide and discussion questions will be emailed ahead to 
class members, and each session will include a video created by Yale 
personnel.  There will be no cost for the class.  Look for sign-ups starting 
soon!

Class begins Wednesday, March 1,  2 p.m. and 7 p.m., via Zoom  

An inspiring Sunday worship and lunch with our Youth Group! This year’s 
seniors: (center pic: Cristina Marban, Dara I’Anson, Lincoln Hughes, Gavin Eddy 
and Andrew Buxton). The Youth leaders  and counselors celebrated with the 
youth after worship (right). Worship was followed by lunch in Simkins Hall.

The United Women in Faith
held an intergenerational  
Game Day in Simkins Hall 
on Saturday, January 21.

from the Listening Hearts Christmas party

The Preschool celebrated Chinese New 
Year with their annual Lion Dance in 
Simkins Hall.

Baptismal Renewal in worship

Thanks to Lauren and Julian Sweat for 
serving as acolytes on Sunday Jan 22, 
lighting the altar table candles to help 
us prepare our hearts and minds for 
worship. Look for young acolytes to 
light the candles in upcoming Sundays, 
under the guidance of Tricia Guerrero, 
Pastoral Associate for Family 
Ministries.
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FIRST UMC OFFICE  HOURS
Tuesday - Friday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., and by appointment
Pastoral care by appointment only: 310-393-8258, enter ext. 1

Congregation Care Corner
If you have any questions or need pastoral care, you may always call 
the Pastoral Care line (310-393-8258 and enter extension 1), which 
is available for people to leave a message requesting care.  If you have 
questions, need assistance, or would like to volunteer to help with our 
homebound folks, please contact Congregation Care Associate: Anne 
Premer: a.premer@santamonicaumc.org. Or, call (310)393-8258 
ext. 103.   Visit the website for Community Care - a list of local 
resources including info for senior assistance, Medicare, American Red 
Cross, MODE (on-demand transportation for seniors and individuals 
with disabilities) bereavement resources, and more! 
Visit: www.santamonicaumc.org/care
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH of SANTA MONICA LENT 2023

Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent - a time of 
introspection and self-examination of our lives and 
relationship with God.  The ritual of the ashes represent 
a visual reminder of the day as we pause to remember 
our physical limits in contrast to the infinity of God.  
Here at First UMC, we offer two Ash Wednesday 
services in the Chapel (in-person only).  The ashes 
used for the services come from the burned palms of 
last year’s Palm Sunday Service. We invite you to this 
intimate and reflective service that marks the beginning 
of the Lenten season.

Ash Wednesday: February 22 • 12 p.m. & 7 p.m., 
in the Chapel

ash wednesday services

The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 22.  
Lent is a 40-day season given to us as a time of spiritual 
preparation for the astonishing story of Easter.  

Traditionally, Lent is a time to fast—to refrain from excess 
and experience our hunger for God; a time to pray and 
study the Word of God—to quiet our thoughts and open our 
hearts to God’s call on our lives; and a time to repent—to 
turn away from words, thoughts, behaviors that close us off 
to the fullness of God’s kingdom and the fullness of all that 
our lives might become. 

Our theme for Lent this year is “Seeking.”  As we hear 
again the Biblical stories of the Temptation of Jesus, 
Nicodemus, the woman at the well, and others, we will hear 
our ancestors, and even our Savior himself, wrestling with 
questions of identity, purpose, direction, and vocation.  We 
will hear our own questions and longings echoed in theirs:  
who am I in my heart of hearts?  Who is God calling me to 
be?  What is the new life offered me in Christ?  What is the 
song of my soul?

May Lent be for us each and all a holy season of seeking 
new depth and growth, seeking healing, vision, and deeper 
faithfulness.  For our God has promised: “When you seek 
me, you will find me, if you seek me with all your heart.”

Rev. Patricia Farris
Senior Minister

lenten devotional
The First UMC Lenten Devotional will be available to 
pick up beginning Sunday, February 19, in the Narthex, 
at the Sunday Hospitality Table, or in the church office.  
Written by members of the congregation, this year’s 
edition also features writings from A Sanctified Art  for 
the Sundays in Lent. Sign up online to receive the daily 
devotional by email (the email version includes the 
scripture for the day): 

www.santamonicaumc.org/lent

This season’s Lenten theme and artwork comes to us from the group 
A Sanctified Art.  A Sanctified Art emerged as a ministry to support 
worshiping communities in integrating art and creativity into their 
spiritual practices. Initially representing the art and ministry of Lisle 
Gwynn Garrity, A Sanctified Art expanded to become a team of artists 
and pastors in January, 2016.
www.sanctifiedart.org

Orchestra Santa Monica
Orchestra Santa Monica continues to celebrate their 
10-Year Anniversary.  Concert tickets are free this season!
Upcoming Orchestra Concert:

• Saturday, February 11, 2023 – 7:30 p.m.
Derrick Skye & Tchaikovsky
First Presbyterian Church
1220 2nd St., Santa Monica
Roger Kalia, conductor
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