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  Holy Communion  •  February 5, 2023

 W E  G A T H E R

W O R S H I P

WELCOME     Tricia Guerrero 
PRELUDE    El Flautisa Alegre (Ramon Noble)  Ty Woodward, organ
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN    
  #2190 The Faith We Sing – Bring Forth the Kingdom

You are the salt of the earth, O people:  Salt for the Kingdom of God! Share the flavor of life, 
O people:  Life in the Kingdom of God! Refrain: Bring forth the Kingdom of mercy, bring forth 
the Kingdom of peace; bring forth the Kingdom of justice, bring forth the City of God! You are 
a light on the hill, O people:  Light for the city of God!  Shine so holy and bright, O people:
Shine for the Kingdom of God! Refrain. You are a seed of the Word, O people:  Bring forth 
the Kingdom of God! Seeds of mercy and seeds of justice, grow in the Kingdom of God! 
Refrain. We are the bless’d and a pilgrim people:  Bound for the Kingdom of God! Love our 
journey and love our homeland:  Love is the Kingdom of God! Refrain.

*CALL TO WORSHIP          Shannon Sturges, Lay Lector
Eternal Light, shine into our hearts.
You have given us minds to know you, hearts to love you, hands to serve you, and voices 
to sing your praise.
Fill us with your Spirit.
Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

*CHORAL ACT OF PRAISE
“O come let us sing unto the Lord, let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!”F I RST  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I ST  C H U R C H  o f   SA N TA  M O N I CA
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    God is real. God is love.               Together we can change the world.

*Asterisks indicate standing if you are able. 
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—Welcome New Visitors! We’re happy you’re here. You 
may fill out a New Visitor Sign-In form outside the sanctuary, 
go online: www.santamonicaumc.org/im-new, or scan this QR 
code for the online form.
—Youth Snatch Breakfast: Today is our Snatch Breakfast for our Youth.  
They are worshipping in the balcony as a group in their pajamas. If you 
are interested in learning what a Snatch Breakfast is, ask Tricia!
—Nursery Care: Nursery Care is available on Sunday mornings from 
9:30 - 11 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education Building. Parents with young 
children are also welcome to worship in the sanctuary or in the Kids Zone 
in the narthex.
—Flowers: To order flowers to remember or honor a loved one for 
Sunday Worship service, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/flower-fund.
—Give: There are many ways to give!  Checks, cash, stocks or wills, or 
your gift of time! You may give securely online at: www.santamonicaumc.
org/give, via mail, or onsite through the office mail slot. Thank you!
—Safe Sanctuaries®: First UMC takes the safety of the children and 
youth very seriously. We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is 
our commitment to the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our 
children, youth, and adults.
—Prayer Quilts: If there is a Prayer Quilt in worship, you are invited to 
pray over and tie knots on the quilt on the north wall of the Sanctuary, or 
call or email Sarah in the church office to request a tie be made on the 
quilt for you: Sarah Rold (310.393.8258), or s.rold@santamonicaumc.
org. To request a Prayer Quilt for someone in need, go to: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/prayerquiltministry.
—Prayer Requests: The Prayer Chain is a network of persons who pray 
in response to prayer requests, and treat all requests as confidential.  
Request a prayer at any time. Go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/prayer-
requests.
—Westside Food Bank: We collect food weekly for the Westside Food 
Bank. Bins are located outside the Sanctuary Sunday mornings.
STAY CONNECTED:
To join in fellowship and ministry, here’s how to connect: 
First UMC website: www.santamonicaumc.org
First UMC app: Download from the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM
Facebook: www.facebook.com/santamonicaumc
Instagram: @santamonicaumc

Currently, based on state and local recommendations, masks are optional, but always acceptable 
and welcome. Everyone is strongly encouraged to get your vaccinations and booster shots.  If you feel 
ill, please choose to worship from home online.  Let us know if you need assistance in joining online.  



OUR MISSION & COMMON LIFE       Witney Seibold, Lay Lector
  We give thanks for God’s Creating Spirit that continues to give us life and lead us forward!

Thanks be to God!

 W E  H E A R  G O D ’ S  W O R D

 W E  R E S P O N D

THE GOSPEL       Matthew  5:13-16 (Pew Bible page 4, N.T.) Shannon Sturges
  Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God!

HOMILY              Rev. Patricia Farris
  The Magnitude of God’s Promise:  Being Salt and Light 

Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world. 
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION    Rev. Farris
I invite you to take the communion elements you have in your home–a piece of bread or cracker and a cup 
of water or juice–or the packet you received as you entered the sanctuary.  As I consecrate the elements at 
the altar table, I invite us to commune all together, receiving the bread and cup which make Christ present 
and real to us in our bodies, hearts, and souls.

We experience the presence of Christ in our hearts through the grace of God which knows no walls or 
boundaries, in which there is no distance or separation. We are always truly “one with Christ, one with each 
other, and one in ministry to all the world!”

 
HYMN     #620 UMH — One Bread, One Body 

One bread, one body, one Lord of all. One cup of blessing which we bless. And we, 
though many, throughout the earth, we are one body in this one Lord. Many the gifts, 
many the works, one in the Lord of all. 

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES     Witney Seibold
Your continued financial support of the church is now more important than ever. Offering plates are located 
in the Narthex. You may also give online at www.santamonicaumc.org/give; mail your gift to the church; 
or drop it into the mail slot of our offices any day of the week. You may continue to earmark gifts for our 
various mission projects. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts. Thank you.

OFFERTORY      The  Chancel Choir
Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether (Harold W. Friedell) 
Draw us in the Spirit’s tether; for when humbly, in thy name, two or three are met together, Thou art in 
the midst of them:  Alleluya! Alleluya! Touch we now thy garment’s hem. As the brethren used to gather 
in the name of Christ to sup, then with thanks to God the Father break the bread and bless the cup, 
Alleluya! Alleluya! So knit thou our friendship up. All our meals and all our living make as sacraments 
of thee, that by caring, helping, giving, we may true disciples be. Alleluya! Alleluya! We will serve thee 
faithfully. 

*RESPONSE  #94 United Methodist Hymnal — The Doxology

*UNISON  PRAYER OF DEDICATION        Shannon Sturges
God of light and love, we offer our gifts so that the Good News may be 
experienced by people in our community and around the world.  We ask that these 
gifts, and our lives, will preach the gospel of your love.  In Christ’s name we pray,  
Amen.

 W E  G O  F O R T H  T O  S E R V E

UNISON PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    Tricia Guerrero
Gracious God, in the gift of Christ Jesus, you scatter the fears that bind us and 
set us free to live as your children.  Give us courage and conviction, that we may 
joyfully follow you into new adventures of faithful service, led by the light that 
shines through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen.

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER   

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

*BENEDICTION   Rev. Farris

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE

POSTLUDE     Prelude and Fugue in F (J. S. Bach) Ty Woodward   
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SUNDAY INSERT  
FEBRUARY 5, 2023 

MISSION & COMMON LIFE
www.santamonicaumc.org

Your continued financial support of the church is now more important than ever:  www.santamonicaumc.org/give

• Men’s Bible Study  Tuesdays, 7 a.m. via Zoom     
Men’s Bible Study is a weekly online meeting where men of 
all ages and generations gather to ground themselves in the 
Holy Scripture. www.santamonicaumc.org/biblestudy

• Open Space Young Adult Group   Open Space is a young 
adult ministry that offers community for young adults 
to journey alongside one another in spiritual discovery, 
growth, and belonging.  Visit: www.santamonicaumc.org/
open-space

• Listening Hearts Women’s Group, with Tricia Guerrero   
Listening Hearts is a spiritual community of women who 
gather to listen to one another in the midst of life’s chaos, 
led by Pastoral Associate Tricia Guerrero. Contact Tricia for 
upcoming meetings: t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org.
 www.santamonicaumc.org/small-groups

• Sunday School for Kids    Sunday School is currently 
happening weekly on Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. in Room 
206. Parents can drop off and pick up children ages 2 
through 5th grade during morning worship. Children are 
also welcome to remain with families in the Sanctuary, 
and worship activity bags can be found in the Narthex or 
from an Usher. Reach out to Tricia Guerrero (t.guerrero@
santamonicaumc.org) if you have any questions. www.
santamonicaumc.org/sunday-school

Ongoing Ministries at First UMC
If you’d like more information for ministry opportunities, you may contact the church office (310) 393-8258, or visit the 
website: www.santamonicaumc.org

• Nursery Care   Starting today, Nursery Care is available 
on Sunday mornings from 9:30 - 11 a.m. in Room 204 in 
the Education Building. Parents with young children are 
also welcome to worship in the sanctuary or in the Kids 
Zone in the narthex.

• Youth Group   The Youth Ministry at First UMC is a 
community of youth and adult volunteers who gather to 
explore and grow in faith together.  Regular Youth Group 
meetings are held in the Youth Lounge Sunday nights 
from 6 - 8 p.m.   Email Tricia Guerrero (t.guerrero@
santamonicaumc.org) if you would like to get connected 
to this group for youth in grades 6-12.   
www.santamonicaumc.org/youth-ministry

• Prayer Quilt Ministry   3rd Saturdays of the month, 
9:30 a.m. in Room 300.  To order a Prayer Quilt for 
someone in need, visit: https://santamonicaumc.org/
prayerquiltministry

• The Chancel Choir   For Adults: Meets at 7:40 p.m. 
on Thursdays (with a break during the Summer). The 
Chancel Choir provides music every Sunday during the 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship Service.

• Blood Pressure Screenings   The Health Ministry 
Council provides free Blood Pressure Screenings every 
third Sunday of the month in the Fireside Room. We give 
thanks for this ministry of health and wellness. www.
santamonicaumc.org/health-ministry

Confirmation Class
Confirmation Class is coming up! It’s a chance for teens to explore what it means 
to be a Christian, a United Methodist, and a Child of God. It is also a sacred 
time for them to ask questions, bring doubts and explore faithfully what it means 
to be a follower of Christ in the 21st century - and in the end they are affirmed 
during worship by their church community. Contact Tricia to sign up or if you have 
questions. (t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org)
Sundays: February 26 - March 26 from 9:30-11:30 a.m.  Room 203

City of Santa Monica: Black History Month 
February 2023 marks the fourth year that the Santa 
Monica Black History Month Committee has proudly 
provided programming to the public that’s been 
informative, inspirational, fun and increasingly 
representative of our diverse histories, communities and 
cultures. For a full list of this year's events, visit:  
www.santamonica.gov/blog/black-history-month-2023

Youth Service Project 2023 - Sign Up Now
The 2023 Youth Service Trip, an annual week of service 
for teens in 8th through 12th grade, will be serving with 
the Appalachia Service Project this summer, and the 
trip is open for registration. Contact Tricia (t.guerrero@
santamonicaumc.org) for questions or for further info.  
Sign up here: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/ysp    

Deadline to sign-up is 
February 24.  

February Mid-Week Recital
The February recital will feature Tom Batson, piano. Some of you might remember 
Tom from First UMC, where his father Gregory Batson served as Minister here 
from 2004-2009. After nearly twenty years, Tom is delighted to reconnect with the 
Santa Monica First community and looks forward to sharing a program of piano 
works by Schumann, Debussy, and Barber.
Wednesday, February 8, 12:10 p.m.  ONLINE:  Facebook: @santamonicaumc  
• YouTube Channel : www.youtube/c/santamonicaumc  • Website:  www.
santamonicaumc.org/livestream  • The First UMC App: (To download, go to the App 
Store, search FirstUMC_SM)

Kids Night Out
Kids Night Out is back!  While parents enjoy an evening out, children are provided 
a safe and fun night of games, activities and crafts, pizza dinner, and a movie with 
our trained childcare team.  $30/child + $15 for each additional sibling, 2 years 
through 5th grade. Sign up here: www.santamonicaumc.org/kids-night-out.
Deadline to sign up is Wednesday, February 8.

Saturday, February 11, 4-8 p.m., Second Floor Education Building

Open Space Young Adult Group
The Open Space Young Adult group will gather on Wednesday evening at Tricia 
and Adam’s house. Gathering starts at 7 p.m. and all young or young-ish adults 
are welcome. Reach out to Tricia (t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org) for questions 
or to get connected.
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someone in need, visit: https://santamonicaumc.org/
prayerquiltministry

• The Chancel Choir   For Adults: Meets at 7:40 p.m. 
on Thursdays (with a break during the Summer). The 
Chancel Choir provides music every Sunday during the 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship Service.

• Blood Pressure Screenings   The Health Ministry 
Council provides free Blood Pressure Screenings every 
third Sunday of the month in the Fireside Room. We give 
thanks for this ministry of health and wellness. www.
santamonicaumc.org/health-ministry

Confirmation Class
Confirmation Class is coming up! It’s a chance for teens to explore what it means 
to be a Christian, a United Methodist, and a Child of God. It is also a sacred 
time for them to ask questions, bring doubts and explore faithfully what it means 
to be a follower of Christ in the 21st century - and in the end they are affirmed 
during worship by their church community. Contact Tricia to sign up or if you have 
questions. (t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org)
Sundays: February 26 - March 26 from 9:30-11:30 a.m.  Room 203

City of Santa Monica: Black History Month 
February 2023 marks the fourth year that the Santa 
Monica Black History Month Committee has proudly 
provided programming to the public that’s been 
informative, inspirational, fun and increasingly 
representative of our diverse histories, communities and 
cultures. For a full list of this year's events, visit:  
www.santamonica.gov/blog/black-history-month-2023

Youth Service Project 2023 - Sign Up Now
The 2023 Youth Service Trip, an annual week of service 
for teens in 8th through 12th grade, will be serving with 
the Appalachia Service Project this summer, and the 
trip is open for registration. Contact Tricia (t.guerrero@
santamonicaumc.org) for questions or for further info.  
Sign up here: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/ysp    

Deadline to sign-up is 
February 24.  

February Mid-Week Recital
The February recital will feature Tom Batson, piano. Some of you might remember 
Tom from First UMC, where his father Gregory Batson served as Minister here 
from 2004-2009. After nearly twenty years, Tom is delighted to reconnect with the 
Santa Monica First community and looks forward to sharing a program of piano 
works by Schumann, Debussy, and Barber.
Wednesday, February 8, 12:10 p.m.  ONLINE:  Facebook: @santamonicaumc  
• YouTube Channel : www.youtube/c/santamonicaumc  • Website:  www.
santamonicaumc.org/livestream  • The First UMC App: (To download, go to the App 
Store, search FirstUMC_SM)

Kids Night Out
Kids Night Out is back!  While parents enjoy an evening out, children are provided 
a safe and fun night of games, activities and crafts, pizza dinner, and a movie with 
our trained childcare team.  $30/child + $15 for each additional sibling, 2 years 
through 5th grade. Sign up here: www.santamonicaumc.org/kids-night-out.
Deadline to sign up is Wednesday, February 8.

Saturday, February 11, 4-8 p.m., Second Floor Education Building

Open Space Young Adult Group
The Open Space Young Adult group will gather on Wednesday evening at Tricia 
and Adam’s house. Gathering starts at 7 p.m. and all young or young-ish adults 
are welcome. Reach out to Tricia (t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org) for questions 
or to get connected.
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