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“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things
unseen.” Hebrews 11:1

We begin the season of Advent this year on November 30 by lighting the first
candle of the Advent wreath. The four candles around the wreath represent
Hope, Peace, Joy and Love with the white candle at the center representing
Jesus Christ. This year we focus on the candle of Hope. Our faith is rooted in
hope for the salvation of the world. It is not a wish but a promise - a promise
that God is with us always. On Christmas Eve, that is what we will proclaim:
Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, the hope of the world, is born.

HORIZONS

BY REV. GREG BATSON

Wednesday, December 24: Christmas Eve
4 p.m. Christmas Eve Family Service 
A “No Muss, No Fuss” Christmas Pageant for all ages. Costumes will be available at the door
for all children to participate. In the Sanctuary. (In-person and online)
8 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Join us for a traditional candlelight service, accompanied by by the Chancel Choir, organ, and
harp. This meaningful worship offers a serene moment of beauty and reverence during the
Christmas season. In the Sanctuary. (In-person and online)
11 p.m. Christmas Eve Communion Service
Join us for a contemplative Christmas Eve Service as we celebrate the arrival of Jesus Christ,
the light of the world. We will reflect upon the mystery of the Incarnation, the Word made
flesh, in song, prayer, and the sharing of Holy Communion. In the Sanctuary. (In-person only)

Saturday, December 13
4 p.m. Messy Church: Messy Manger
Through games and crafts, storytelling and song, food and fun, we will explore the
Christmas story and the birth of baby Jesus. We will close with a delicious home-cooked
meal prepared by church members and shared together in community. In Simkins Hall.

ADVENT SERVICESADVENT SERVICES

Sunday, December 14
4 p.m. Blue Advent: A Contemplative Worship Service
Designed to hold the complexity of the season with gentle grace. Come pray, sing, and
worship God-With-Us remembering that through Christ grief and fear dance with gratitude
and hope. In the Chapel.

We are living into the promise of hope this season and we share that hope in a variety of ways. We experience it in our
worship, music and prayer. We feel it when we gather together in fellowship. We share that hope when we volunteer
our time and talents in the community. And we bring hope to those in need through our giving. We invite you to
celebrate this Advent and Christmas season by participating in any of the events listed in this newsletter.

Let us prepare for the arrival of Jesus Christ once again, and the Hope that he brings to the world.



ANGEL TREE PROJECT

Angel Tree is back for its 22nd year, once again 
led by church member Chris Ruud. This beloved 
church and community tradition brings holiday 
joy to local families served by Family Place/Upward 
Bound House by filling 26 laundry baskets with 
brand-new household items—gifts that help make a house feel
like home. Chris is available after worship for two more
Sundays to help you sign up. If you worship online or can’t
make it in person, you can still take part—just call or email
Chris at 310.393.3255 or chr10is@yahoo.com to learn what’s
needed and how you can help. Wrapped gifts can be dropped
off on Sundays or at the church office Monday–Thursday. 
Sundays: December 7 & 14 in the Alcove (gifts due Dec 14)

FIRST UMC CHRISTMAS CONCERT

The First UMC Music Department joyfully presents our Annual
Christmas Concert! This year’s musical celebration features
Arthur Honegger’s Une Cantate de Noël with the South Bay
Children’s Choir—along with the return of our beloved “Carols,
Etc.” Enjoy the glorious sounds of the Chancel Choir and guest
singers, the Los Angeles Concert Orchestra, and the South Bay
Children’s Choir, all under the direction of James Smith.
A festive reception in Simkins Hall will follow the concert!
Sunday, December 7, 4 p.m. in the Sanctuary
*For those who can’t attend Sunday night, you may observe the
Concert rehearsal Saturday morning (December 6) at 9 a.m. at
no charge. Carols and readings rehearsal begins at 11 a.m. Out
of courtesy to the musicians please no cell phones; families with
babies/small children may listen from the Narthex.

SPIRIT SISTERS CHRISTMAS LUNCH/ADVENT

MEDITATION

The Spirit Sisters, led by Pastor Dorothy Bimber Worley, invite
all women to their Christmas Lunch/Advent Meditation.
Celebrate the beginning of the season with song, meditation,
lunch, and a gift exchange. $15 for food & beverages. Please
bring a gently used or new gift for our Christmas Game. 
RSVP to Pastor Dorothy at: (626)826-8301.
Saturday, December 6, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Fireside Room

                  DECEMBER
Through Dec   Alternative Christmas on the website
                         Christmas Creche in the Courtyard
Mon Dec 1       Advent Bible Study via Zoom with Bill Buxton
Fri Dec 5          Walk the Labyrinth / Chapel Open for Prayers
                         Youth Ministry Movie Night
Sat Dec 6         Spirit Sisters Christmas Luncheon
                         Christmas Concert Rehearsal
Sun Dec 7        Second Sunday of Advent 
                         Advent Bible Study in person w/Rev. Larry
                         Young in the Fireside Room
                         Alternative Christmas in Simkins Hall
                         Angel Tree Giving Project continues
                         First UMC Christmas Concert
Mon Dec 8       Advent Bible Study via Zoom w/Bill Buxton
Tue Dec 9        Foundation Meeting
Wed Dec 10     December Online Mid-Week Recital 
Fri Dec 12        Preschool Christmas Concert
Sat Dec 13       Messy Church: A Messy Manger 
Sun Dec 14      Third Sunday of Advent
                         Alternative Christmas Fair
                         Angel Tree Giving Project
                         Advent Bible Study in person w/Rev. Larry
                         Young in the Fireside Room
                         Blue Advent: A Contemplative Worship Service
Mon Dec 15     Advent Bible Study via Zoom w/ Bill Buxton
Sat Dec 20       People Concern Volunteer Day
Sun Dec 21      Fourth Sunday of Advent
                         Service of Lessons and Carols
                         Advent Brunch in Simkins Hall
Wed Dec 24     Christmas Eve Services:  
                         4 p.m. Family Service In-person & online
                         8 p.m. Candlelight Service In-person & online
                         11 p.m. Christmas Eve Communion Service 
                         In-person only
Sun Dec 28      First Sunday after Christmas
                 Church office closed from Dec 25 - Jan 2   

at a Glance
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WALK THE LABYRINTH & CHAPEL OPEN FOR

PRAYERS

Take a moment during the busy season for an hour to walk the
labyrinth or visit the chapel. The Labyrinth laid in the Simkins
Hall floor of First UMC is a replica of the Chartres Labyrinth
laid in the cathedral around 1220 CE. Walking the Labyrinth is
an ancient spiritual practice, a way to quiet our minds and
open our spirits to the presence 
of the Holy. 

Friday, December 5, 1 p.m. – 
3 p.m. Simkins Hall, Chapel

Christmas Concert

mailto:chr10is@yahoo.com


ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS FAIR

Christmas and gift-giving go together. The tradition started
when the Magi came to the manger with gold, myrrh, and
frankincense to laud the birth of Jesus. In the present day, gift-
giving often seems to exist only for the benefit of retailers and
other entrepreneurs. Each Advent, through the Alternative
Christmas Fair, Missions Council gives us the chance to take
“trade” out of tradition and to return to the spirit of gift-giving
that impelled those three very wise men long ago – to rejoice in
the birth of the Messiah. Mission Council carefully selects
several local and global mission projects each year. You may
choose as many as you wish, make a donation as a gift to a
friend or loved one, and send a card announcing your gift.
Come and let Mission Council help you get in touch with your
inner Magi. This year’s missions are:

Children Youth and Family Collaborative
Homeboy Industries
The People Concern 
Upward Bound House 
Wesley Foundation at UCLA / 580 Cafe 
InnerChange

Online through December:
www.santamonicaumc.org/alt-christmas25
Sundays: December 7 ,14, 21, after worship in Simkins Hall 

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY CONTINUES

Amy-Jill Levine’s new study, A Child is Born, is the foundation
of this year’s Advent study. Her contention is that we cannot
properly understand the birth of Jesus apart from the Old
Testament material that paved the way for it, giving us a
broader and richer picture of our Christian nativity stories. 
The class began November 23, and continues 
with in-person sessions led  by Rev. Larry 
Young after worship on Sundays, and a Zoom 
class led by Bill Buxton on Monday evenings. 
Each session features a video keynote by 
Dr. Levine followed by discussion of the study 
book A Child is Born, which can still be ordered
 from Cokesbury or Amazon. A limited number 
of copies are also available at the Welcome Table. No sign-ups
are necessary.  
December classes: Sundays, December 7/14, 11:15 a.m. -
12:15 p.m. in the Fireside Room
Mondays, December 1/8/15, via Zoom, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Zoom link on the website:
https://santamonicaumc.org/advent-bible-study/

BLUE ADVENT: A CONTEMPLATIVE WORSHIP

SERVICE

While the Advent/Christmas season is known 
as a time of joy, merriment, and excited 
expectation it can also include feelings of 
fear, grief, loneliness, or maybe just the need 
to step away from relentless cheer. Our lives are complex.
Advent and Christmas can be too. The Blue Advent service, led
by Rev. Keri Olsen Paget and the Spiritual Formation Counsel, is
designed to hold the complexity of the season with gentle
grace while in community. Come pray, sing, and worship God-
With-Us remembering that through Christ grief and fear dance
with gratitude and hope.
Sunday, December 14, 4 p.m. in the Chapel 

DECEMBER MESSY CHURCH 

We hope you will join us for December’s Messy Church! Our
theme is "A Messy Manger." Through games and crafts,
storytelling and song, food and fun, we will explore the
Christmas story and the birth of baby Jesus. We will close our
time with a delicious home-cooked meal 
prepared by church members and shared 
together in community.
Saturday, December 13, 4 - 6 p.m. Simkins Hall

DECEMBER ONLINE MID-WEEK RECITAL 

First UMC is pleased to present the Online December Mid-
Week Recital, featuring Meagan Martin, mezzo soprano;
Victoria Kirsch, piano. Program: Jane Austen at 250: A
Musical Celebration. Mezzo-soprano Meagan Martin and
pianist Victoria Kirsch present a musical celebration of the
beloved British author Jane Austen, who was born nearly 250
years ago to the day on December 16, 1775. A highlight of the
program will be “Marianne Dashwood: Songs of Love and
Misery,” a song cycle by composer Aferdian and librettist
Marella Martin Koch that is inspired by one of the sisters at the
heart of Austen’s first published novel, Sense and Sensibility.
To read full bio and view past recitals, visit the website:
www. santamonicaumc.org/mid-week-recital-series 
How to watch the Livestream: 
• Facebook: @santamonicaumc 
• YouTube Channel: @SantaMonicaUMC
• Website: www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream 
• The First UMC App: (App Store, search FirstUMC_SM)  
You may also view past recitals on these channels.
Wednesday, December 10, at 12:10 p.m., online
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ADVENT BRUNCH 

Following the Service of Lessons and Carols on Sunday, December 21, everyone is warmly
invited to our Advent Brunch, hosted by Fellowship and Events. Enjoy seasonal crafts, joyful
caroling with members of ACT, and a special visit from Santa! Come share in the fun and
celebrate the spirit of the season together. A light brunch will be served.
Sunday, December 21, after worship in Simkins Hall Scene from last year’s Advent

Brunch with the Batsons

https://santamonicaumc.org/alt-christmas25/
https://santamonicaumc.org/advent-bible-study/
https://santamonicaumc.org/mid-week-recital-series/
https://santamonicaumc.org/mid-week-recital-series/


ADVENT DEVOTIONAL 2025 

The 2025 Advent Devotional booklet is available in print and
online, beginning the first Sunday of Advent, November 30.
The devotional is written by First UMC congregants and
provides a wonderful opportunity to share Advent with family
and friends. This year, we do a deeper meditation on the first
candle - Hope.
We’re excited to once again offer Audio 
Devotion files from December 21 thru 
Christmas Day. If you don’t already 
receive the daily email devotions, 
sign up now through the website:
www.santamonicaumc.org/advent. 
The printed booklet is available 
at the church office and at the Sunday Welcome Table.

STEWARDSHIP CONTINUES 

The 2025 Annual Giving Stewardship 
Campaign invites us each and all to 
prayerfully consider our financial pledge 
to support the mission and ministries of 
First UMC. Through November we heard First UMC members
give a Stewardship  Moment in worship. Here are a couple of
quotes:

“We pray for our friends and neighbors, but we also stand by to
help in material ways—whether that’s opening the chapel to
members of the Community Methodist Church in the Palisades,
or helping the parents of our preschool replace the sand here
because of toxic fallout from the smoke....As our friend Martha
Ross said so beautifully last year: this is not like paying a utility
bill. This is an expression of my values—who I am, and who I
want to be. And I do want to be the hope...”  - Sam Johnson

“One of my North Stars is the notion of leading a creative, well-
led life. The holistic effect of all our membership here really
resonates with me in terms of that goal. Also, our giving over
the years has opened our hearts as we've participated in
supporting other special causes. This has been an integral part
of our individual faith journeys as we go forward.”
- John and Johanna Stustman

For more info on pledging, and to view the Stewardship moments, visit
the website: www.santamonicaumc.org/stewardship,  

FLOWERS

Do you have a loved one you would like to dedicate flowers to
on a given week? The church office can assist with the
dedication and the cost is $80. Order at the Sunday 
Welcome Table, or online: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/flower-fund 
Available Sundays: December 7/21/28
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POINSETTIA DEDICATIONS 

Beautiful poinsettias will grace our sanctuary for 
the December 24, 4 p.m. Christmas Eve Family 
service, and the 8 p.m. Candlelight Service. Order 
at the Sunday Welcome Table or in the church office. 
Each plant is $15, and may be picked up after any of the
Christmas Eve services. 
Deadline to order is Tuesday, December 16

2025 PLEDGE CONTRIBUTIONS DUE 

The end of the year is coming. Many will be out of town in the
last days of the year. You may always contact Christina Eddy
(c.eddy@santamonicaumc.org) to arrange your giving at this
busy time of year. Our church office is closed December 25 -
January 2, but special arrangements can be made. 
• Give at one of these remaining worship services Dec
7/14/21/28. 
• Mail your check postmarked by 12/31/2025. 
• Contribute online at www.santamonicaumc.org/give. 
• Use your bank’s bill pay system. 
• If giving stock or funds managed by a broker, ask for a
transfer to be completed by 12/31/2025. 
• Bring your gift to the church office. 
• Lastly, if you are paying in January for the 2025 year, be
sure to date your check 2026 and mark your check “prior year
fulfillment.” 
• Giving statements will be prepared and mailed out Tuesday,
January 13, 2025. Thank you for making a difference in
countless lives in our community and in the world.

THE PEOPLE CONCERN VOLUNTEER

OPPORTUNITY

There’s an on-going opportunity to volunteer in-person on the
third Saturday of the month at The People Concern, making
sandwiches and assembling sack lunches. The shift is 8 a.m. to
12 p.m., but often ends earlier. 
Saturday, December 20, 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.  
Contact Tricia to sign up: t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org 

CITY OF SANTA MONICA NATIVITY SCENES

The City of Santa Monica is once again presenting 14 Nativity
scenes depicting the story of Jesus’ birth, on display at 2311
Main Street through December. This tradition began in 1953,
and First UMC has participated for many decades—including
winning a Nativity Scene Award in 1977. To view a photo of
that display and learn more about the history of the Santa
Monica Nativity Scenes, visit their website:
https://santamonicanativityscenes.org

Scenes from the 2024 installation, with Chuck
Kearsley and Adam Guerrero

https://santamonicaumc.org/advent/
https://santamonicaumc.org/stewardship/
http://www.santamonicaumc.org/flower-fund
mailto:%20c.eddy@santamonicaumc.org
https://santamonicaumc.org/give/
mailto:%20t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org
https://santamonicanativityscenes.org/


COMMUNION SUNDAY VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITY
Looking for a simple way to serve? On 
Communion Sundays, volunteers are needed 
to return the bread, cup, and trays to the 
sacristy right after worship. It takes just a few 
minutes, and we’ll show you exactly what to do. Email Anne
Premer at a.premer@santamonicaumc.org
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MEET THE TEAM BEHIND FIRST UMC!

Welcome to the sixth installment of our monthly Staff
Spotlight series!

Tina Gage, Communications Director: Tina was born and
raised in San Pedro, CA, where her parents settled after
immigrating from Croatia following World War II. Tina has
worked in the church office since 2015. She enjoys her job,
designing all things graphic—from the website, Orders of
Worship, and Sentinels, to the “Be the Hope” history book
by Jerry Brown, Ron Theile’s Stained Glass Window booklet,
and, most recently, the 150th Anniversary Community
Cookbook (copies still available!) Tina works a hybrid
schedule, dividing her time between home and the church
office. You’ll see her on some Sundays, helping out at the
Welcome Table and filling in for David Penson, or lending a
hand with special events. Tina graduated from UC Irvine in
English, and has a masters degree in Fine Art 
from Claremont Graduate School. 
Tina lives in Calabasas with 
her two sons. In her spare 
time, she enjoys painting, 
hiking, yoga, and reading. 

Community News

GENTLE REMINDER: HEALTH COVERAGE

CHECK-IN

This fall is an important time to review your health care
coverage.

Medicare Open Enrollment: closes December 7
Covered California Renewals: closes December 15
Covered California New Sign-Ups: closes January 31,
2026

Taking a few minutes to look over your plan can bring peace of
mind and ensure your coverage is still the right fit for your
needs. It’s a small act of self-care and a gift to those who love
you. Please feel free to reach out to Anne Premer at
a.premer@santamonicaumc.org if you have any questions.

Wed Jan 14   January Mid-Week Recital featuring 
                       Noah Sonderling, piano
Fri Jan 16       Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Breakfast, 
                          7:30 a.m. breakfast, 8:00 a.m. program 
                       Mount Olive Lutheran Church
Sat Jan 17     Spirit Sisters All-Day Retreat
Sat Jan 24      United Women in Faith Game Day
Fri Jan 30       Kids Night Out 
Kids Night Out will be back in January 2026 on Friday,
January 30, 4 – 8 p.m. in the Education Building. While
parents enjoy a well-deserved night out, children are
provided a safe and fun evening of games, activities and
crafts, pizza dinner, and a movie with our trained childcare
team. $35/child + $15 for each additional sibling, 2 years –
5th grade. Registration is Jan 13. Sign up for Family emails
on the website: www.santamonicaumc.org/kids-night-out

Sat Jan 31     Spiritual Formation Day Retreat
On January 31, 2026, Rev. Keri will be facilitating a Spiritual
Formation Retreat at the church from 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Anyone who is interested in focusing their attention on God
for the day is invited. All are welcome. More details will be
provided in the coming weeks. Registration will begin in
January.

REQUEST A PRAYER QUILT 

Led by Sue Payne and Maile Marquand, 
the Prayer Quilt Ministry offers Prayer 
Quilts to those in need. To request a quilt: 
1. Talk to the intended recipient. Ask if the person is willing to
be prayed for and to receive a quilt. Ask what specific prayers
are wished for. There is no charge for the quilt – it is a gift of
love. 2. Contact Maile Marquand and Sue Payne at:
prayerquilts@santamonicaumc.org. (Prayer quilts may only be
requested and sponsored by members of the First UMC
congregation.) 3. Select the quilt, if some are already made, or
suggest colors if one is to be selected for you. First UMC will
display the quilt in the Friday Community Email, and during
Sunday 10 a.m. worship, where you may tie a prayer knot
during in-person worship, or view the quilt on the Livestream.
No workshop meeting in December.
Contact info@santamonicaumc.org if you would like to
volunteer. www.santamonicaumc.org/prayerquiltministry

mailto:a.premer@santamonicaumc.org?subject=Communion%20Server%20Ministry
mailto:a.premer@santamonicaumc.org?subject=Communion%20Server%20Ministry
https://santamonicaumc.org/kids-night-out/
mailto:%20https://santamonicaumc.org/give/
https://santamonicaumc.org/prayerquiltministry/
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Community Photos

PRESCHOOL CORNER

The Preschool completed Phase 1 of their
yard beautification project. Both the large
and small yards have been newly planted
with flowers, herbs, and greenery—
bringing even more beauty and life to their
outdoor spaces.

Youth Halloween gathering

PRESCHOOL CHRISTMAS CONCERT

The First UMC Preschool is excited to celebrate
their annual Preschool Christmas Concert! All are
welcome to watch the adorable Preschoolers
perform their holiday songs. Join us for coffee
hour in the Courtyard prior to the performance.
Friday, December 12, 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Team First UMC at the Westside
Food Bank Hunger Walk

First UMC members attended the Upward
Bound House Angel Awards Signature Chef

Gala at the Proper Hotel, where they
honored their founding Board Member and

First UMC member
Russ Whittenburg (center).

November 
Messy Church

Celebrating Yvonne Dodd’s Birthday

Seasons of Wisdom Women’s Retreat



LISTENING HEARTS WOMEN’S GROUP

Listening Hearts is a group for women of all ages, grounded in
the practices of sacred listening, prayer and reflection. We
gather both in person and online. All are welcome to join!
Contact Tricia Guerrero to learn more:
t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org
Meeting dates:
Wednesday, December 3, 10:30 a.m.  Listening Hearts
Christmas Brunch, in the Fireside Room
Wednesday, December 10, 2 p.m. via Zoom 
Wednesday December 17, Coffee & Connect, 10 a.m. Literati
Cafe (12081 Wilshire Blvd) 
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YOUTH MINISTRY

Youth Group is open to all 6th -12th graders in the
community. They gather on Sunday evenings for dinner,
games and a program or topic for discussion and reflection.
Meetings are on Sundays from 6 - 8 p.m. 3rd Floor Edu. Bldg.
Contact Tricia with questions:
t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org 
December Meetings: December 7 & 14

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY / SUNDAY SCHOOL

FOR THE FALL   

Families are invited to worship in the Sanctuary. Parents with
infants are welcome to worship in the Sanctuary, in the Family
Zone in the Narthex, or in the nursery. We have 3 groups for
Sunday School following the children's message in worship: 
- Nursery Care for 6 months through toddler 
- Younger Elementary for Kinder-3rd graders
- New Sunday School group for 4th-7th graders 
Contact Jamie (j.jones@santamonicaumc.org) for more info.
Website: www.santamonicaumc.org/childrens-ministry

WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY
We worship on Sundays at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary, and
we Livestream the service on the platforms listed below.

WORSHIP ONLINE
Sundays 10 a.m. Worship Online LIVESTREAM on: 
    • Website: www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream  
      After 10 a.m. livestream airs, go to: 
      www.santamonicaumc.org/sunday-service-archive
    • Facebook: www.facebook.com/santamonicaumc 
    • YouTube Channel: @SantaMonicaUMC  
    • The First UMC App: Go the App Store, search   
      FirstUMC_SM 
     Let us know if you need assistance in joining online. 

WORSHIPWORSHIPWORSHIP

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY

Men’s Bible Study is a weekly Zoom meeting where men of all
ages and generations gather to ground themselves in the Holy
Scripture. As men try to navigate the stresses and
complexities of this modern world and daily life, Men’s Bible
Study is a place for community, prayer and fellowship through
the sharing of God’s Holy word. For more information and to
join, call the church office: 310-393-8258. 
Tuesdays: 7 a.m. via Zoom

THE CHANCEL CHOIR   

Sing in the Chancel Choir! Thursday evening rehearsals are
7:40 - 9 p.m. Contact Jim Smith if you are interested:
djes@roadrunner.com

PRAYER REQUESTS

The First UMC Prayer Group is a network of persons who
provide regular, dependable, and confidential prayer support.
You may send a prayer request to the church at any time, and
our Prayer Group will be notified of your request. Call the
church office, or visit: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/prayer-requests/

ONGOING MINISTRIESONGOING MINISTRIES

FREE BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENINGS

The Health Ministry Council hosts Blood 
Pressure screenings one Sunday of the month 
in the Fireside Room. We are grateful 
to this ministry for their continued care of the
congregation! Next Screening: 
Sunday, December 14, 11 a.m. in the Alcove

Jamie Jones leading 
Preschool Chapel

YOUTH MINISTRY MOVIE NIGHT

Join the First UMC Youth Group for a cozy Christmas Movie Night in the courtyard as we watch 
The Grinch (2018)! Listen for our own Ty Woodward, who plays the organ on the movie
soundtrack! All proceeds support the 2026 Youth Service Trip. Tickets are $15 per person or
$50 per family, and each ticket includes one free popcorn. Additional concessions will be
available for purchase. Bring your picnic blankets and chairs, and let’s make this Christmas
season unforgettable together!  
Friday, December 5, 5:30–7:30 p.m. in the Courtyard

http://www.santamonicaumc.org/childrens-ministry
mailto:%20info@santamonicaumc.org


Scan to visit 
the website

@santamonicaumc
www.santamonicaumc.org

FIRST UMC OFFICE  HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., and by
appointment. (Office closed on Fridays.)
Pastoral Care : 310-393-8258, enter ext. 1

FIRST UMC CRECHE 

We invite you to our courtyard to view our Nativity
scene, or creche, with the Holy Family–Joseph and
Mary, and the animals that shared their shelter and
warmth. We celebrate God’s love that comes to be with
us, bringing peace, hope and joy for all. The display will
be on view beginning December 1.

CONGREGATION CARE

Feel free to leave a phone message 
anytime (310-393-8258) or email 
message for any of the church staff.  
The Pastoral Care line (310-393-8258 and enter extension
1), is always available for people to leave a message
requesting care. 
Pastoral Care Resources: Explore the resources on our
website to see how we can support you and your loved ones
through every season of life. If you have any questions or
need assistance, please contact: Anne Premer
a.premer@santamonicaumc.org or (310)393-8258 ext 103.
www.santamonicaumc.org/health-ministry

Photo by Allan Walker

mailto:info@santamonicaumc.org?subject=3%2F17%2F20%20Update
mailto:info@santamonicaumc.org?subject=3%2F17%2F20%20Update
mailto:info@santamonicaumc.org?subject=3%2F17%2F20%20Update
mailto:a.premer@santamonicaumc.org
tel:(310)393-8258;103
https://santamonicaumc.org/health-ministry/

